[l[] Nobel Peace Prize 2025: Maria Corina
Machado

1. Introduction

Recipient: Maria Corina Machado

Country: Venezuela

Awarded by: The Norwegian Nobel Committee

Reason: For her tireless work in promoting democratic rights in Venezuela
and peaceful resistance against dictatorship.

Theme: Upholding democracy and peace in the face of authoritarian repression.

2. Background Context
a. Venezuela’s Political Decline
e Once a relatively democratic and prosperous Latin American nation.

e Over the past two decades, it has slid into authoritarian rule, marked by:

(o]

Election rigging
o Suppression of opposition
o Control over judiciary and media
o Human rights violations
e Result: Severe humanitarian and economic crisis.

e Over 8 million Venezuelans have fled due to poverty, insecurity, and lack of
freedom.

b. The Authoritarian Regime
e The state’s machinery is used against its own citizens.

e Opposition leaders face imprisonment, harassment, or exile.

e Elections are neither free nor fair — often manipulated to retain power.



3. About Maria Corina Machado

a. Early Democratic Activism
¢ Founder of Sumate (a civil society organisation promoting democracy).
e Advocated for free and fair elections since early 2000s.

e Her motto: “Ballots over bullets” — symbolising peaceful democratic change.

b. Political Role

e Served as a Member of Parliament and later became a central opposition
leader.

e Constantly advocated for judicial independence, human rights, and rule
of law.

e Despite threats, refused to leave Venezuela, inspiring millions.

4. Role in 2024 Venezuelan Elections
a. Presidential Candidacy
e Chosen as the main opposition candidate for 2024 elections.

e Her candidacy was blocked by the regime to prevent competition.

b. Support for Opposition Unity
e Supported Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, another opposition leader.
e Mobilised hundreds of thousands of volunteers across political divides.

e Ensured training of election observers for transparency and accountability.

c. Election Monitoring
e Citizens risked harassment, arrest, and torture to safeguard votes.
e They documented polling results before the regime could tamper with them.

e The data revealed that the opposition had won clearly, but the regime
refused to accept the result.



5. Why She Was Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize

a. Democratic Leadership

¢ United a divided opposition around the common goal of free elections.

* Represented civilian courage in one of the world’s most repressive
environments.

b. Peaceful Resistance
e Advocated non-violent political struggle.

e Chose dialogue, ballots, and peaceful activism over armed conflict.

c. Upholding Democratic Principles

* Promoted popular sovereignty, free speech, and citizen participation.

e Embodied Alfred Nobel’s vision — contributing to fraternity among nations
and reduction of oppression.

d. Personal Sacrifice

e Lives in hiding, facing serious threats to her life.

e Continues her activism within Venezuela, demonstrating extraordinary
courage.

6. Broader Message from the Nobel Committee

a. Democracy and Peace Are Interlinked
e Democracy is a precondition for lasting peace.

e Where democracy erodes, conflict and violence often follow.

b. Global Concern

e The world is witnessing democratic backsliding — rise of authoritarianism,
militarisation, and suppression of dissent.

e In 2024, a record number of elections were held, yet fewer were truly free
and fair.



c. Symbolic Recognition

e The award highlights the importance of civilian resistance against
authoritarian regimes.

e Encourages global solidarity with pro-democracy movements.

7. Alignment with Nobel’s Original Criteria

According to Alfred Nobel’s Will, the Peace Prize is awarded to the person who:

Nobel’s Criterion How Maria Corina Machado Meets It

Promotes fraternity among nations Worked to unite Venezuelans across divides
for democracy.

Advances peace congresses or Advocated non-violent, peaceful transition

disarmament — “ballots over bullets.”

Reduces standing armies / militarisation Opposed militarisation of Venezuelan
politics and state institutions.

8. Significance of Her Award
a. For Venezuela
e Brings global attention to the Venezuelan struggle for democracy.
e Strengthens international support for free elections and human rights.

¢ Inspires youth and civil society to continue non-violent activism.

b. For the World
¢ Reinforces that peace and democracy are interdependent.
e Recognises the role of women leaders in promoting peace and freedom.

e Sets a moral example for other countries under authoritarian rule.

9. Key Quotes

“It was a choice of ballots over bullets.” - Maria Corina Machado
“Democracy depends on people who refuse to stay silent.” - Norwegian Nobel
Committee Statement




10. Takeaways for UPSC Aspirants
GS Paper Il (Polity & Governance)

e Concepts: Democracy, Rule of Law, Electoral Integrity, Civil Society Movements.

GS Paper IV (Ethics)

e Values: Courage, Integrity, Non-violence, Leadership, Sacrifice.

Essay Paper

e Themes: Democracy vs. Authoritarianism, Peace through Civil Resistance, Role of
Women in Peacebuilding.

[Conclusion

Maria Corina Machado’s Nobel Peace Prize is not just a recognition of her personal
bravery but a symbol of global hope — that peaceful, democratic resistance can
challenge even the harshest authoritarian regimes.

Her story embodies the timeless message that freedom must be defended not with
violence, but with courage, unity, and the power of the people.
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