2025 Henley Passport Index - Key
Highlights

1. Introduction

e The Henley Passport Index (HPI) is a global ranking of passports based on
the number of destinations their holders can access without a prior visa.

e Launched in 2005 by Henley & Partners, a global citizenship and residence
advisory firm.

e |t is updated annually using data from the International Air Transport
Association (IATA).

e The index reflects the travel freedom and international mobility of citizens
across 199 countries.

2. Purpose and Methodology

e Measures the number of countries a passport holder can enter without a
visa, or with visa on arrival / electronic travel authorization (eTA).

¢ Indicates the extent of diplomatic relations, economic influence,
and geopolitical openness of nations.

e Used by:
o Governments for policy analysis.
o Businesses for global mobility planning.

o |Individuals to assess ease of international travel.

3. India’s Passport Ranking in 2025

¢ Rank: 85th (down from 80th in 2024).

Visa-free access: 57 countries (declined from 59 last year).

Reflects a slight dip in global mobility for Indian citizens.

Peak rank: 71 (in 2006).

Lowest rank: 90 (in 2021).



Visa-Free Destinations for India (Examples)
¢ Asian neighbours: Bhutan, Nepal, Indonesia.
¢ Island nations: Mauritius, Trinidad & Tobago.

e Africa & Middle East: Senegal, Kenya (visa on arrival).

Visa-on-Arrival Access (Examples)

e Sri Lanka, Maldives, Jordan, Qatar (27 countries total).

4. Comparison with South Asian Neighbours

Country Rank (2025) Visa-Free Access
India 85 57

Bhutan 92 50

Bangladesh 100 38

Nepal 101 36

Pakistan 103 31

Analysis:

e India performs moderately in South Asia.

e Bhutan’s passport shows relatively better regional mobility, indicating
its stronger diplomatic ties.

e Pakistan and Bangladesh continue to rank among the lowest globally due
to security and diplomatic constraints.

5. Global Leaders in 2025

Rank Country Visa-Free Destinations
1 Singapore 193

2 South Korea, Japan 192

3-10 Germany, ltaly, Spain, ~190-191

Switzerland, Finland, France,
Sweden, Netherlands

Key Insight:

e Asian dominance continues, led by Singapore, South Korea, and Japan —
reflecting their stable diplomacy and strong economic ties.

e European nations remain consistent in the top ranks due to political stability
and Schengen privileges.



6. Decline of the United States Passport
e Rank: 12th (first time out of top 10 in 20 years).
* Visa-free access: 180 countries.
e Openness ranking: 77th (only 46 countries can enter the US visa-free).
e Reason for decline:
o Reciprocal restrictions due to limited US visa openness.

o Countries like Brazil, China, and Vietnam reinstated visa requirements
for US citizens.

o Growing global resentment towards restrictive US visa policies.

Impact:
* Reflects a reduced soft power and diplomatic reciprocity of the US.

e Indicates a shift in global mobility leadership from West to Asia.

7. Countries with Weakest Passports (2025)

Rank Country Visa-Free Access
199 Afghanistan 24
198 Syria 27
197 Iraq 29
196 Yemen 31
195 Pakistan 31

Reasons for Weakness:
e Political instability
e Ongoing conflicts
e Poor diplomatic outreach

e Security concerns

8. Significance of the Index

e Acts as a barometer of global openness and geopolitical relations.



* Reflects citizenship privilege disparity — i.e., “passport inequality.”
e Useful for:

o Foreign policy analysis

o Migration and investment trends

o Tourism and trade facilitation studies

9. Trends and Takeaways for UPSC

e Shift from Western to Asian dominance — rise of Singapore, Japan, South
Korea.

¢ India’s slow but steady improvement since 2021, though minor setbacks
remain.

¢ US decline highlights changing global diplomatic dynamics.
¢ Global South passports still face mobility inequality.

e International diplomacy and visa agreements directly affect a nation’s rank.

10. Possible UPSC Prelims / Mains Questions
Prelims Type:
1. The Henley Passport Index is published by:
(a) IMF (b) Henley & Partners (c) World Bank (d) IATA
[] Answer: (b)

2. As per the 2025 Index, which country has the world’s strongest passport?
[l Answer: Singapore

3. India’s passport rank in 2025 according to Henley Passport Index is —
[] Answer: 85th
Mains Type:
“The Henley Passport Index reflects not just travel freedom but also the

diplomatic and economic strength of a nation.”
Discuss in the context of India’s 2025 ranking.




11. Conclusion

e The 2025 Henley Passport Index highlights evolving global mobility trends.
e Singapore’s leadership and US decline signify a geopolitical power shift.

e For India, sustained diplomatic efforts, regional cooperation, and visa reciprocity
policies can help enhance global mobility and soft power.
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