46th Chess Olympiad 2026: India’s
Performance and UPSC Relevance

The 46th FIDE Chess Olympiad was held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, from 16 to
27 September 2026. The prestigious team event brought together 400 teams—208
in the Open section and 192 in the Women'’s section—making it the largest
Olympiad field to date.

For UPSC aspirants, the event is relevant not only as a sports current-affairs topic but

also for understanding India’s growing global presence in chess, sports
development, youth talent and soft power.

What is the Chess Olympiad?

The Chess Olympiad is the premier international team competition organised by FIDE
(International Chess Federation).

Unlike individual chess tournaments, countries participate as teams. The competition
has separate Open and Women’s sections, with teams playing multiple rounds under
a team-based scoring system.

The 46th edition featured 11 classical rounds in Samarkand.

India’s Performance in 2026
India entered the 2026 Olympiad as the defending champion in both sections,
following its historic double-gold performance at the 2024 Olympiad in Budapest.
India finished the 2026 competition with:

e [|[Bilver - Open Section

e [[Bronze - Women'’s Section

e [[[Nona Gaprindashvili Trophy - Best Combined Performance

India therefore remained on the podium in both sections.

Open Section

Uzbekistan won gold, while India secured silver and Germany took bronze.

India finished with 18 match points, level with Germany, but secured second place on
the tiebreak. Uzbekistan dominated the tournament with 20 points from 11 rounds.

The Indian team included leading players such as Arjun Erigaisi, Praggnanandhaa,



Nihal Sarin, Gukesh Dommaraju and Vidit Gujrathi.

Women'’s Section
China won gold, Kazakhstan took silver and India won bronze after a 2-2 draw against
Georgia in the final round.

India’s Savitha Shri B also secured the individual gold medal on Board 5.

Nona Gaprindashvili Trophy

An important fact for UPSC aspirants is the Nona Gaprindashvili Trophy.

It is awarded to the federation with the best combined performance in the Open
and Women's sections.

India retained the trophy in 2026. This was India’s third consecutive victory in the
combined standings, following its performances at Chennai 2022, Budapest 2024
and Samarkand 2026.

Why is Chess Important for India?

India’s recent achievements reflect the country’s growing strength in international
chess.

The rise of players such as Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi, Praggnanandhaa, Vaishali,
Divya Deshmukh and others demonstrates the increasing depth of Indian chess.

Chess also contributes to:

e Youth development

Analytical and strategic thinking
International sports diplomacy

India’s soft power

Development of sports ecosystems
Promotion of India as a global chess hub

The continued success of young players is particularly significant because chess requires
a combination of training infrastructure, coaching, competitive exposure and
long-term talent development.

Chess and India’s Soft Power

Sports can contribute to a country’s soft power by creating international visibility and
strengthening people-to-people connections.



India’s growing chess profile is supported by its history, large player base, strong
domestic competitions and international achievements.

The country’s performance at major events such as the Chess Olympiad provides
another avenue for projecting India’s capabilities in the global sporting arena.

UPSC Relevance
Prelims

Remember:

46th Chess Olympiad: 2026
Venue: Samarkand, Uzbekistan
Dates: 16-27 September 2026
Organiser: FIDE

Open Gold: Uzbekistan

Open Silver: India

Open Bronze: Germany
Women’s Gold: China
Women'’s Silver: Kazakhstan
Women’s Bronze: India

Nona Gaprindashvili Trophy: India
Rounds: 11

The 2026 edition had 400 teams, comprising 208 Open and 192 Women’s teams.

GS Paper | - Culture & Society

Chess can be connected with:
¢ |India’s intellectual and cultural traditions

e Ancient Indian origins of chess
e Global spread of Indian knowledge traditions

GS Paper Il - International Relations

The event can be linked with:
e Sports diplomacy

e India’s soft power
¢ International cultural engagement

GS Paper lll - Economy & Human Development

Chess can be connected with:



Sports infrastructure
Youth development

Skill development
India’s sports ecosystem

Possible UPSC Mains Question

“India’s growing success in international chess reflects the changing
nature of sports as an instrument of soft power and youth
development. Discuss.”

Conclusion

The 46th Chess Olympiad in Samarkand highlighted India’s continuing strength in
world chess. While Uzbekistan and China won the Open and Women'’s titles respectively,
India’s Open silver, Women’s bronze and retention of the Nona Gaprindashvili
Trophy demonstrated the country’s depth across both sections.

For UPSC aspirants, the event should be studied beyond the medal tally—as a case study
of sports diplomacy, soft power, youth development and India’s growing
international sporting presence.
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