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AFCAT Eligibility Criteria Explained for

Kerala Aspirants
Becoming an officer in the Indian Air Force (IAF) is a dream shared by thousands of
young graduates across Kerala. Every year, the Air Force Common Admission Test
(AFCAT) opens the door to exciting career opportunities in the Flying Branch, Ground
Duty (Technical), and Ground Duty (Non-Technical) branches of the Indian Air Force.

However, before beginning your preparation, it is essential to understand whether you
meet the AFCAT eligibility requirements. Many aspirants spend months preparing only to
realize later that they do not fulfill certain conditions related to age, educational
qualifications, or medical standards.

This comprehensive guide explains the AFCAT eligibility criteria in detail, especially
for candidates from Kerala. Whether you are a final-year student, engineering graduate,
or working professional, this article will help you understand every eligibility requirement
and prepare with confidence. Aspirants looking for expert guidance can also benefit from
enrolling in the Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala, where experienced mentors provide
personalized support throughout the preparation journey.

What is AFCAT?
The Air Force Common Admission Test (AFCAT) is conducted by the Indian Air Force
twice a year to recruit officers into:

Flying Branch
Ground Duty (Technical)
Ground Duty (Non-Technical)

Candidates who qualify the written examination proceed to:

Air Force Selection Board (AFSB) Interview
Medical Examination
Final Merit List

Meeting the eligibility criteria is the first and most important step toward joining the
Indian Air Force.

Why Understanding Eligibility is Important
Before starting your preparation, you should verify that you satisfy all eligibility
conditions. This helps you:

Avoid disappointment during document verification.
Plan your preparation according to your eligible branch.
Choose the correct entry option.
Save valuable time and effort.
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Focus on achieving the required medical and physical standards.

The Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala also guides students in understanding eligibility
requirements before enrollment.

AFCAT Nationality Criteria
To apply for AFCAT, candidates must be:

Citizens of India.

Candidates must satisfy the nationality conditions prescribed by the Government of
India.

AFCAT Age Limit
Age eligibility depends on the branch you are applying for.

Flying Branch

Candidates should generally be between 20 and 24 years at the time specified in the
official AFCAT notification.

Candidates holding a valid and current Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL) issued by the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), India, may receive an upper age relaxation
as mentioned in the official notification.

Ground Duty (Technical & Non-Technical)

Candidates should generally be between 20 and 26 years according to the age limits
specified in the recruitment notification.

Always refer to the latest AFCAT notification, as age eligibility is calculated based on a
specified date.

Educational Qualification
Educational qualifications vary depending on the branch.

Flying Branch Eligibility
Candidates generally require:

A Bachelor’s degree (minimum required percentage as specified in the official
notification) from a recognized university.

Additionally, candidates should have studied Physics and Mathematics at the 10+2
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level (or meet the equivalent criteria specified by the Indian Air Force).

Ground Duty (Technical) Eligibility
Technical branch applicants should possess an engineering degree in the relevant
discipline from a recognized university, meeting the minimum percentage specified in
the official notification.

Engineering disciplines typically include areas such as:

Mechanical Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Electronics Engineering
Computer Science
Information Technology
Aeronautical Engineering
Civil Engineering
Other eligible branches notified by the Indian Air Force

Ground Duty (Non-Technical) Eligibility
Candidates generally require a Bachelor’s degree with the minimum percentage
specified in the official notification.

Depending on the specialization, additional qualifications may apply for branches such
as:

Administration
Logistics
Accounts
Education
Meteorology

Always verify the branch-specific qualification requirements in the latest AFCAT
notification.

Can Final-Year Students Apply?
Yes.

Final-year students are generally eligible to apply provided they satisfy the conditions
mentioned in the official notification and produce the required degree and supporting
documents within the prescribed timeline.

This allows many college students in Kerala to begin preparing before graduation.

Minimum Percentage Requirement
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The Indian Air Force specifies minimum academic percentage requirements for different
branches in each notification.

Candidates should carefully verify:

Graduation percentage
Engineering percentage (if applicable)
Class 10+2 qualification requirements for Flying Branch

Meeting these academic criteria is mandatory.

Marital Status
Marital status conditions vary depending on the branch, age, and the terms of the official
notification.

Candidates should carefully read the latest notification for the applicable requirements
before applying.

Medical Standards
Medical fitness is one of the most important aspects of AFCAT selection.

The Indian Air Force expects officers to maintain excellent physical and medical
standards.

Medical evaluation includes:

Vision assessment
Hearing examination
Height and weight measurements
Blood tests
Urine tests
ECG
X-ray
Orthopedic examination
General physical examination

Candidates who fail the medical examination cannot proceed further in the selection
process.

Vision Standards
Vision requirements differ depending on the branch.

Medical authorities evaluate:

Distance vision
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Near vision
Colour vision
Binocular vision
Eye health

Candidates considering laser vision correction should ensure they meet the Indian Air
Force’s prescribed guidelines. Before opting for procedures such as LASIK or SMILE,
consult an eye specialist and review the latest AFCAT medical standards.

Height and Weight Standards
The Indian Air Force prescribes minimum height standards for different branches and
categories.

Weight should be proportionate to:

Height
Age
Gender

Maintaining a healthy Body Mass Index (BMI) and overall fitness improves the chances of
clearing the medical examination.

Physical Fitness Recommendations
Although AFCAT does not have a physical fitness test in the written stage, maintaining
good fitness is highly recommended.

Candidates should aim to:

Run regularly.
Improve stamina.
Perform bodyweight exercises.
Maintain flexibility.
Follow a balanced diet.
Sleep adequately.

Good physical fitness also helps during AFSB tasks and training.

Important Documents Required
Candidates should keep the following documents ready:

Class 10 Certificate
Class 12 Mark Sheet
Graduation Certificates
Engineering Degree (if applicable)
Government-issued Photo ID
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Passport-size Photographs
Category certificates (if applicable and as required)
NCC Certificate (if applicable)

Proper documentation ensures a smooth verification process.

Common Reasons for Rejection
Many candidates become ineligible due to avoidable mistakes.

Common reasons include:

Incorrect age calculation
Incomplete educational qualification
Failure to meet medical standards
Incorrect documentation
Applying for an ineligible branch
Not satisfying the Physics and Mathematics requirement for the Flying Branch

Carefully reviewing the official notification can prevent these issues.

How the Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala Helps
Aspirants
A reputed coaching institute offers much more than classroom teaching.

The Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala helps candidates by:

Explaining eligibility requirements
Guiding branch selection
Providing structured study plans
Conducting regular mock tests
Offering current affairs classes
Preparing candidates for the AFSB interview
Providing one-to-one mentorship
Tracking student performance
Assisting with document-related guidance

This comprehensive support helps aspirants avoid common mistakes and prepare
confidently.

Tips for Kerala Aspirants Before Applying
Before submitting your AFCAT application:

Read the official notification carefully.
Verify your age eligibility.
Confirm your educational qualifications.
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Check branch-specific requirements.
Ensure your documents are accurate.
Maintain physical fitness.
Stay updated on recruitment notifications.
Begin preparation early.
Join a reputed coaching institute if you need structured guidance.

Why Early Preparation Matters
Many candidates wait until the notification is released before starting their preparation.
This often leads to rushed learning and incomplete syllabus coverage.

Starting early allows you to:

Build conceptual clarity.
Practice more mock tests.
Improve time management.
Revise multiple times.
Prepare simultaneously for the AFSB interview.
Develop confidence before the examination.

Conclusion
Understanding the AFCAT eligibility criteria is the first step toward achieving your dream
of joining the Indian Air Force. Candidates should carefully verify their age, educational
qualifications, medical fitness, and branch-specific requirements before applying.

For aspirants from Kerala, early preparation combined with expert guidance can
significantly improve the chances of success. Enrolling in the Best AFCAT Coaching in
Kerala provides structured learning, experienced faculty, updated study materials,
mock tests, personalized mentoring, and AFSB interview preparation. With proper
planning and consistent effort, you can confidently move closer to a rewarding career as
an Indian Air Force officer.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Who can apply for AFCAT?

Indian citizens who meet the prescribed age, educational qualification, and medical
standards mentioned in the official AFCAT notification are eligible to apply.

2. What is the age limit for AFCAT?

Generally, candidates applying for the Flying Branch should be between 20 and 24
years, while candidates applying for Ground Duty (Technical and Non-Technical)
branches should generally be between 20 and 26 years, subject to the official
notification.
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3. Can final-year students apply for AFCAT?

Yes. Final-year students can apply if they fulfill the eligibility conditions and submit the
required documents within the timeline specified by the Indian Air Force.

4. Is Physics and Mathematics compulsory for AFCAT?

Physics and Mathematics at the 10+2 level are required for the Flying Branch (or an
equivalent qualification as specified in the official notification). Requirements for Ground
Duty branches vary depending on the specialization.

5. Can engineering graduates apply for AFCAT?

Yes. Engineering graduates can apply for Ground Duty (Technical) branches if they meet
the educational and branch-specific eligibility criteria.

6. Are there medical standards for AFCAT?

Yes. Candidates must satisfy the Indian Air Force’s medical standards, including vision,
hearing, height, weight, and overall physical fitness requirements.

7. Can candidates from Kerala apply for AFCAT?

Yes. Eligible candidates from Kerala can apply through the same national recruitment
process as candidates from other states in India.

8. Does laser eye surgery affect AFCAT eligibility?

Candidates who have undergone laser vision correction may be eligible if they meet the
Indian Air Force’s prescribed medical guidelines. Always consult the latest AFCAT
notification and an authorized medical specialist before applying.

9. What documents are required for AFCAT?

Candidates typically need educational certificates, identity proof, photographs, and any
additional documents specified in the official notification, such as NCC or category
certificates where applicable.

10. Why should I join the Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala?

The Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala offers expert guidance, structured preparation,
comprehensive study materials, regular mock tests, personalized mentoring, current
affairs training, and AFSB interview preparation, helping aspirants prepare effectively for
every stage of the selection process.

Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/victorgrowthias?mibextid=ZbWKwL
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