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CDS 2026 General Knowledge

Preparation Strategy
The General Knowledge (GK) paper in CDS 2026 is often considered the most 
challenging and unpredictable section of the Combined Defence Services
Examination. With questions ranging from Indian Polity and History to Science and
Current Affairs, the GK paper tests a candidate’s overall awareness, conceptual
clarity, and analytical ability.

A well-planned and smart CDS 2026 General Knowledge preparation strategy can
help aspirants score high despite the vast syllabus. This article provides a complete,
exam-oriented strategy, covering syllabus analysis, subject-wise preparation tips,
study plan, and expert guidance.

CDS 2026 General Knowledge Exam – Overview

Before starting preparation, understanding the exam structure is essential.

CDS GK Exam Pattern

Total Questions: 120

Total Marks: 100

Time Duration: 2 Hours

Negative Marking: 1/3 mark for each wrong answer

Question Type: Objective (MCQs)

CDS 2026 General Knowledge Syllabus (Broad Areas)

The CDS GK syllabus includes:

Indian History (Ancient, Medieval, Modern)

Indian Polity & Constitution

Geography (Physical, Indian & World)

Economics (Basic concepts)

General Science (Physics, Chemistry, Biology)

Current Affairs (National & International)
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Defence & Security Awareness

Environment & Ecology

CDS 2026 General Knowledge Preparation Strategy

1. Understand the Weightage of Each Subject

CDS GK is not equally distributed. Focus more on high-weightage areas:

General Science: 25–30 questions

Indian Polity: 15–20 questions

History: 15–20 questions

Geography: 10–15 questions

Current Affairs: 10–15 questions

Economics & Others: 5–10 questions

2. Start with Static GK First

Static GK forms the foundation of CDS preparation.

Priority order:

1. General Science

2. Indian Polity

3. History

4. Geography

Once static subjects are strong, current affairs become easier to understand.

3. General Science Preparation Strategy

Science questions in CDS are mostly NCERT-based and concept-oriented.

Focus areas:

Physics: Motion, Heat, Light, Electricity
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Chemistry: Acids, Bases, Metals, Non-metals

Biology: Human body, Nutrition, Diseases

Tip: Use Class 6–10 NCERT textbooks for clarity.

4. Indian Polity Preparation Strategy

Polity is one of the most scoring sections in CDS GK.

Important topics:

Constitution features

Fundamental Rights & Duties

Parliament & Judiciary

President, Prime Minister

Constitutional Amendments

Strategy: Understand concepts instead of memorising articles.

5. Indian History Preparation Strategy

History questions are mostly factual but repetitive.

Focus on:

Modern Indian History (highest weightage)

Freedom struggle movements

Important acts and reforms

Cultural aspects (Art & Culture basics)

6. Geography Preparation Strategy

Geography questions test both static and applied knowledge.

Important areas:

Physical Geography (Rivers, Mountains, Climate)
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Indian Geography (Soils, Agriculture, Resources)

World Geography basics

Use maps regularly to improve retention.

7. Current Affairs Strategy for CDS 2026

Current affairs play a crucial role in final scores.

Coverage period:

Last 8–12 months before the exam

Focus areas:

National & International events

Defence exercises and appointments

Awards, books, and sports

Government schemes

Tip: Focus on issues, not just facts.

8. Defence & Security Awareness

CDS has a clear inclination towards defence-related topics.

Important areas:

Indian Armed Forces structure

Military exercises

Defence ranks and commands

Indigenous defence equipment

9. Solve CDS Previous Year GK Question Papers

CDS GK follows a trend-based approach.

Benefits:
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Understand difficulty level

Identify repeating topics

Improve accuracy

Solve at least 10–15 years of CDS GK PYQs.

10. Follow a Smart Revision Strategy

GK requires continuous revision.

Effective revision techniques:

Short notes

One-page summaries

Weekly revision

Monthly full-length GK tests

Last 2 Months Strategy for CDS 2026 GK

Revise static GK thoroughly

Focus more on PYQs

Avoid random new topics

Revise current affairs notes

Attempt full-length mock tests

Common Mistakes to Avoid in CDS GK Preparation

Ignoring static GK

Studying current affairs without context

Not revising regularly

Over-attempting questions

Depending only on one source
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) – CDS 2026 General
Knowledge

Q1. Is CDS GK very difficult?

CDS GK is moderate to difficult, but it becomes manageable with proper strategy and
revision.

Q2. How many questions should I attempt in CDS GK?

Attempt 60–70 questions with high accuracy to score well.

Q3. Are NCERT books sufficient for CDS GK?

NCERTs are excellent for basics, but additional current affairs and defence-related topics
are also required.

Q4. How many months are needed to prepare GK for CDS 2026?

With consistent study, 3–4 months are sufficient for effective preparation.

Q5. Is current affairs compulsory for CDS GK?

Yes, current affairs form a significant portion of the GK paper.

Q6. Can I prepare CDS GK without coaching?

Yes, CDS GK can be prepared through self-study with the right strategy and resources.

Conclusion

The CDS 2026 General Knowledge paper demands a balance of static knowledge,
current awareness, and regular revision. By following a structured preparation
strategy, solving previous year questions, and revising consistently, aspirants can turn
GK from a weak area into a score-boosting section.
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