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CDS 2027 Complete Preparation Guide

for OTA, IMA, INA and AFA
The CDS 2027 examination is an important opportunity for graduates who aim to
become commissioned officers in the Indian Armed Forces. Candidates can prepare for
different academies through the Combined Defence Services examination, including 
IMA, INA, AFA and OTA.

A successful preparation strategy should combine concept building, regular
practice, previous-year questions, mock tests, revision and SSB preparation.
For aspirants searching for the best CDS coaching in Kerala, choosing structured
coaching along with disciplined self-study can make preparation more effective.

CDS 2027: Know Your Academy

Before beginning preparation, understand the basic difference between the four entries.

Indian Military Academy – IMA

IMA is for candidates aspiring to join the Indian Army through the relevant CDS entry.

The written examination includes:

English
General Knowledge
Elementary Mathematics

Indian Naval Academy – INA

INA is the entry for candidates aspiring to join the Indian Navy. Candidates should also
check the applicable educational eligibility requirements.

The written examination includes:

English
General Knowledge
Elementary Mathematics

Air Force Academy – AFA

AFA is for candidates aiming to join the Indian Air Force through CDS.

The written examination includes:

English
General Knowledge
Elementary Mathematics
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Candidates should also be aware of the applicable Air Force selection and medical
requirements.

Officers’ Training Academy – OTA

OTA is an important entry for candidates seeking Short Service Commission through
CDS.

The written examination consists of:

English
General Knowledge

There is no Mathematics paper for OTA.

The written examination carries 300 marks for IMA, INA and AFA and 200 marks for
OTA.

CDS 2027 Subject-Wise Preparation

English Preparation

Focus on:

Grammar
Vocabulary
Synonyms and Antonyms
Spotting Errors
Sentence Improvement
Idioms and Phrases
Reading Comprehension
Sentence Arrangement
Fill in the Blanks

Practise English every day and maintain a vocabulary notebook for regular revision.

General Knowledge Preparation

GK requires consistent preparation because of its broad syllabus.

Important areas include:

Indian History
Geography
Indian Polity
General Science
Economics
Defence
Current Affairs
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Important national and international events

Focus on understanding important topics rather than trying to memorise unlimited
information.

Mathematics Preparation

IMA, INA and AFA aspirants should give Mathematics regular attention.

Important topics include:

Number System
Percentage
Ratio and Proportion
Profit and Loss
Time and Work
Time, Speed and Distance
Algebra
Geometry
Mensuration
Trigonometry
Statistics

The Mathematics paper is broadly based on the matriculation level, making strong
fundamentals particularly important.

CDS 2027 Preparation Strategy

Phase 1 – Build the Foundation

Start by understanding the syllabus and examination pattern. Strengthen your basics
before moving to difficult questions.

Phase 2 – Complete the Syllabus

Follow a subject-wise timetable and complete important topics systematically.

Phase 3 – Practise

Solve topic-wise questions and previous-year CDS papers. This helps you understand
question patterns and improve accuracy.

Phase 4 – Mock Tests

Begin with sectional tests and gradually move towards full-length mock examinations.

After every test, analyse:

Wrong answers
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Unattempted questions
Time management
Weak topics
Repeated mistakes

Phase 5 – Final Revision

Revise formulas, vocabulary, GK notes, Current Affairs and frequently tested concepts.

Start SSB Preparation Early

Clearing the written examination is only one part of the selection process. Candidates
who qualify for the written examination proceed to the SSB interview process.

Therefore, don’t wait until the written result to begin SSB preparation.

Work gradually on:

Communication skills
General awareness
Confidence
Group discussion
Psychological test practice
Interview preparation
Officer-like qualities
Physical fitness

CDS 2027 Daily Study Plan

A simple daily schedule could be:

Activity Time
English 1 Hour
Mathematics* 1.5 Hours
GK & Current Affairs 1.5 Hours
Practice Questions 1 Hour
Revision 30 Minutes

*For IMA, INA and AFA candidates. OTA aspirants can use this time for additional English
and GK preparation.

How Online Coaching Can Help

For students searching for the best CDS coaching in Kerala, online coaching can
provide a structured preparation environment without requiring daily travel.

A good CDS online coaching programme should offer:

Live interactive classes
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Experienced faculty
Complete syllabus coverage
Study materials
Recorded sessions
Previous-year question practice
Regular mock tests
Current-Affairs updates
Doubt-clearing support
Performance analysis
SSB guidance

The most effective approach is:

Attend Classes → Practise → Test → Analyse → Revise

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Avoid:

Starting preparation without understanding the syllabus
Ignoring weak subjects
Studying from too many resources
Avoiding previous-year papers
Taking mock tests without analysing them
Leaving Current Affairs for the final month
Ignoring SSB preparation
Studying inconsistently

Consistency is more important than simply increasing study hours.

Final CDS 2027 Preparation Strategy

Whether your target is OTA, IMA, INA or AFA, build your preparation around five
pillars:

Concepts + Practice + Mock Tests + Revision + SSB Preparation

For aspirants looking for the best CDS coaching in Kerala, choose a programme that
provides complete academic support, regular testing and proper SSB guidance.

With a structured plan and consistent self-study, you can approach CDS 2027 with
greater confidence and preparation.

Frequently Asked Questions – CDS 2027

1. What is the difference between IMA, INA, AFA and OTA?

IMA is the Army entry, INA is the Navy entry, AFA is the Air Force entry, and OTA is the
Short Service Commission entry through CDS.
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2. Is Mathematics compulsory for all CDS candidates?

No. Mathematics is included for IMA, INA and AFA. OTA candidates have only English
and General Knowledge.

3. How many marks is the CDS written examination?

The written examination carries 300 marks for IMA, INA and AFA and 200 marks for
OTA.

4. Can beginners prepare for CDS 2027?

Yes. Beginners can start with basic concepts and gradually move towards previous-year
questions, mock tests and advanced practice.

5. When should I start SSB preparation?

It is better to start developing communication, awareness, confidence and other relevant
skills alongside written-exam preparation rather than waiting for the written result.

6. Are CDS online classes suitable for beginners?

Yes. Structured CDS online classes can provide concept-based teaching, study
materials, tests and doubt-clearing support.

7. How can I choose the best CDS coaching in Kerala?

Look for experienced faculty, complete syllabus coverage, quality study
materials, live classes, regular mock tests, Current-Affairs support, previous-
year question practice and SSB guidance.

8. Can I prepare for CDS 2027 from home?

Yes. With a disciplined timetable, quality online coaching, regular practice, mock tests
and consistent revision, candidates can prepare effectively from home.
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