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CDS English Words: Must-Know Vocabulary for Success

1. Fanatical

Meaning: Excessively enthusiastic or obsessive.
Synonym: Zealous
Antonym: Moderate
Sentence: He is fanatical about football and never misses a match.

2. Heretic

Meaning: A person holding beliefs contrary to established doctrines.
Synonym: Dissenter
Antonym: Believer
Sentence: The scientist was called a heretic for challenging traditional theories.

3. Inert

Meaning: Lacking the ability or strength to move.
Synonym: Inactive
Antonym: Lively
Sentence: The medicine left him feeling inert and drowsy.

4. Misanthropic

Meaning: Disliking humankind and avoiding human society.
Synonym: Antisocial
Antonym: Philanthropic
Sentence: The old man was known for his misanthropic attitude toward people.

5. Profound

Meaning: Very deep or intense.
Synonym: Deep
Antonym: Superficial
Sentence: His speech had a profound impact on the audience.

6. Legible

Meaning: Clear enough to read.
Synonym: Readable
Antonym: Illegible
Sentence: The teacher appreciated his legible handwriting.

7. Steadfast
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Meaning: Firmly fixed in place; unwavering.
Synonym: Loyal
Antonym: Unreliable
Sentence: He remained steadfast in his decision despite criticism.

8. Tempestuous

Meaning: Characterized by strong and turbulent emotions.
Synonym: Stormy
Antonym: Calm
Sentence: Their relationship was tempestuous, full of fights and reconciliations.

9. Vital

Meaning: Absolutely necessary or important.
Synonym: Essential
Antonym: Inessential
Sentence: Exercise is vital for maintaining good health.

10. Wordy

Meaning: Using or expressed in too many words.
Synonym: Verbose
Antonym: Concise
Sentence: His essay was too wordy and needed to be shortened.

11. Abstemious

Meaning: Not self-indulgent, especially when eating and drinking.
Synonym: Temperate
Antonym: Gluttonous
Sentence: He follows an abstemious diet to stay healthy.

12. Probity

Meaning: The quality of having strong moral principles.
Synonym: Integrity
Antonym: Dishonesty
Sentence: The judge is known for his probity and fairness.

13. Dainty

Meaning: Delicately small and pretty.
Synonym: Delicate
Antonym: Clumsy
Sentence: She picked up the cup with dainty fingers.

14. Garish
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Meaning: Obtrusively bright and showy.
Synonym: Gaudy
Antonym: Subtle
Sentence: The dress was too garish for a formal event.

15. Innocuous

Meaning: Not harmful or offensive.
Synonym: Harmless
Antonym: Harmful
Sentence: His joke was innocuous, but some took offense.

16. Abjure

Meaning: Solemnly renounce a belief or claim.
Synonym: Renounce
Antonym: Accept
Sentence: He decided to abjure his political beliefs.

17. Equanimity

Meaning: Mental calmness and composure.
Synonym: Composure
Antonym: Agitation
Sentence: She faced the crisis with equanimity and courage.

18. Ponderous

Meaning: Slow and clumsy because of great weight.
Synonym: Heavy
Antonym: Light
Sentence: He walked with a ponderous step due to his heavy backpack.

19. Surly

Meaning: Bad-tempered and unfriendly.
Synonym: Rude
Antonym: Polite
Sentence: The surly waiter ruined our dining experience.

20. Resilient

Meaning: Able to recover quickly from difficulties.
Synonym: Tough
Antonym: Weak
Sentence: After the accident, he proved to be resilient and recovered fast.

21. Frivolous
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Meaning: Not having any serious purpose or value.
Synonym: Trivial
Antonym: Serious
Sentence: She spends money on frivolous things.

22. Ostentatious

Meaning: Designed to impress or attract notice.
Synonym: Showy
Antonym: Modest
Sentence: His ostentatious display of wealth annoyed many.

23. Recalcitrant

Meaning: Stubbornly disobedient.
Synonym: Defiant
Antonym: Obedient
Sentence: The recalcitrant student refused to follow the rules.

24. Sporadic

Meaning: Occurring at irregular intervals.
Synonym: Occasional
Antonym: Frequent
Sentence: His attendance in class was sporadic.

25. Tenuous

Meaning: Very weak or slight.
Synonym: Fragile
Antonym: Strong
Sentence: Their argument was based on tenuous evidence.
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