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Complete Guide to AFCAT 2026:

Eligibility, Exam Pattern, and Selection
Process

Introduction

The Air Force Common Admission Test (AFCAT) is one of the most prestigious
defence examinations in India, offering aspiring candidates an opportunity to join the
Indian Air Force as commissioned officers. Every year, thousands of graduates compete
for limited vacancies in the Flying Branch, Ground Duty (Technical), and Ground Duty
(Non-Technical) branches.

With AFCAT 2026 expected to attract a large number of applicants, understanding the
eligibility criteria, exam pattern, and selection process is essential for success.
Candidates who prepare strategically and seek guidance from the best AFCAT
coaching in Kerala can significantly improve their chances of securing a place in the
Indian Air Force.

This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know about AFCAT 2026.

What is AFCAT?
AFCAT (Air Force Common Admission Test) is conducted by the Indian Air Force to recruit
officers for various branches of the force.

Successful candidates are inducted into:

Flying Branch
Ground Duty (Technical) Branch
Ground Duty (Non-Technical) Branch

AFCAT is conducted twice a year and is considered one of the most sought-after defence
entrance examinations in India.

Why Choose a Career in the Indian Air Force?
Joining the Indian Air Force offers:

Opportunity to serve the nation
Prestigious officer rank
Excellent salary and allowances
Job security
Adventure and leadership opportunities
World-class training
Medical and housing benefits
Career growth and promotions
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The Air Force provides a challenging and rewarding career path for motivated
individuals.

AFCAT 2026 Eligibility Criteria
Before applying, candidates must carefully verify their eligibility.

Nationality

Candidates must be:

Citizens of India

AFCAT 2026 Age Limit

Flying Branch

20 to 24 years
Candidates holding a valid Commercial Pilot License may receive age relaxation
as per official notification.

Ground Duty (Technical and Non-Technical)

20 to 26 years

Candidates should always verify exact dates in the official AFCAT 2026 notification.

Educational Qualification

Flying Branch

Candidates must have:

Graduation with a minimum of 60% marks

OR

BE/B.Tech degree with a minimum of 60% marks

Additionally:

Mathematics and Physics at 10+2 level with minimum qualifying standards.

Ground Duty (Technical)

Candidates should possess:

BE/B.Tech degree in relevant engineering disciplines
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with required minimum marks as specified by the Indian Air Force.

Ground Duty (Non-Technical)

Candidates should possess:

Graduation in any discipline with minimum required marks

OR

Postgraduate degree in specified disciplines where applicable.

Physical and Medical Standards

Candidates must satisfy medical requirements related to:

Height
Weight
Vision standards
Hearing ability
General fitness

Medical fitness is a crucial part of final selection.

AFCAT 2026 Exam Pattern
Understanding the examination pattern is essential for effective preparation.

AFCAT Written Examination Overview
Particulars Details
Mode of Exam Online
Type of Questions Objective (MCQ)
Duration 2 Hours
Total Questions 100
Maximum Marks 300
Negative Marking Yes

Subjects Covered in AFCAT

The AFCAT examination tests candidates in four major areas:

1. General Awareness

Topics include:

Current Affairs
Indian History
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Geography
Polity
Defence Updates
Sports
Science
International Events

2. Verbal Ability in English

Topics include:

Grammar
Vocabulary
Synonyms
Antonyms
Reading Comprehension
Error Detection
Sentence Completion

3. Numerical Ability

Topics include:

Percentage
Ratio and Proportion
Profit and Loss
Average
Time and Work
Simple Interest
Compound Interest
Number System

4. Reasoning and Military Aptitude

Topics include:

Verbal Reasoning
Non-Verbal Reasoning
Pattern Recognition
Logical Sequences
Spatial Ability

AFCAT Marking Scheme
The marking scheme generally follows:

Correct Answer: +3 Marks
Incorrect Answer: -1 Mark
Unattempted Question: 0 Marks
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This makes accuracy as important as speed.

EKT (Engineering Knowledge Test)
Candidates applying for Technical Branches must also appear for EKT.

EKT Details
Particulars Details
Questions 50
Duration 45 Minutes
Maximum Marks 150
Subjects Engineering Concepts

The syllabus depends on engineering disciplines studied during graduation.

AFCAT 2026 Syllabus

General Awareness

Important areas:

National Current Affairs
International Events
Defence Exercises
Indian Constitution
Awards and Honours
Books and Authors
Important Days
Science and Technology

English

Focus areas:

Comprehension
Vocabulary
Idioms
Error Detection
Sentence Rearrangement
Grammar Rules

Numerical Ability

Important topics:

Arithmetic
Algebra Basics
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Data Interpretation
Percentage
Ratio
Average
Time and Distance

Reasoning

Key topics:

Coding-Decoding
Analogy
Series
Blood Relations
Direction Sense
Figure Classification
Pattern Analysis

AFCAT 2026 Selection Process
The AFCAT selection process consists of multiple stages.

Stage 1: AFCAT Written Examination

Candidates first appear for the online AFCAT examination.

Based on performance and cutoff marks, shortlisted candidates move to the next stage.

Stage 2: AFSB Interview

Candidates who clear AFCAT are called for the Air Force Selection Board (AFSB).

This stage evaluates:

Intelligence
Leadership qualities
Communication skills
Decision-making ability
Personality traits

AFSB Selection Procedure

Day 1 Screening

Officer Intelligence Rating (OIR)

Tests:
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Verbal Reasoning
Non-Verbal Reasoning

PPDT

Picture Perception and Discussion Test involves:

Story Writing
Group Discussion

Candidates clearing screening proceed to further testing.

Psychological Tests

Conducted by trained psychologists.

Includes:

TAT

Thematic Apperception Test

WAT

Word Association Test

SRT

Situation Reaction Test

SD

Self Description Test

These tests assess personality and officer-like qualities.

Group Testing Officer (GTO) Tasks

Candidates participate in:

Group Discussions
Group Planning Exercises
Progressive Group Tasks
Half Group Tasks
Command Tasks
Lecturette
Individual Obstacles
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These activities assess leadership and teamwork abilities.

Personal Interview

The Interviewing Officer evaluates:

Academic background
Family background
General awareness
Career goals
Personality traits

Confidence and honesty play crucial roles here.

Stage 3: Medical Examination
Recommended candidates undergo detailed medical examinations.

Areas assessed include:

Vision
Hearing
Cardiovascular health
Orthopedic fitness
General health standards

Only medically fit candidates proceed further.

Final Merit List
The final merit list is prepared based on:

AFCAT Score
AFSB Performance
Medical Fitness
Vacancy Availability

Candidates securing positions in the merit list receive joining instructions.

How the Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala Helps You
Succeed
Preparing for AFCAT requires systematic planning and expert guidance.

The best AFCAT coaching in Kerala provides:

Expert Faculty
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Experienced mentors guide students through every stage of preparation.

Structured Study Plans

Students receive:

Daily schedules
Weekly targets
Revision strategies

Mock Tests

Benefits include:

Speed improvement
Accuracy enhancement
Time management practice

Current Affairs Support

Students receive:

Daily updates
Monthly magazines
Defence current affairs sessions

AFSB Interview Training

Specialized coaching includes:

PPDT practice
Psychological tests
Group tasks
Personal interview sessions

Personalized Mentorship

Mentors help students:

Identify weaknesses
Improve strengths
Stay motivated

This comprehensive support greatly improves selection chances.

AFCAT 2026 Preparation Strategy
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Build Strong Fundamentals

Focus first on:

Mathematics
English
Reasoning

Read Current Affairs Daily

Spend at least 30–45 minutes daily on:

National news
Defence updates
International affairs

Solve Previous Year Papers

Benefits:

Understand question trends
Improve confidence
Identify important topics

Attempt Regular Mock Tests

Take:

Weekly sectional tests
Full-length AFCAT mocks

Prepare for AFSB Simultaneously

Do not wait until after the written exam.

Start improving:

Communication skills
Leadership abilities
Personality development

from the beginning.

Why Kerala is Emerging as a Major AFCAT
Preparation Hub
Kerala offers:
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Quality educational infrastructure
Experienced defence mentors
Competitive learning environment
Affordable coaching programs
Strong student support systems

As a result, many aspirants choose the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala for serious
preparation.

Conclusion
AFCAT 2026 presents an excellent opportunity for graduates aspiring to join the Indian
Air Force as officers. Success requires a clear understanding of eligibility criteria, exam
pattern, syllabus, and the complete selection process.

A well-planned preparation strategy combined with guidance from the best AFCAT
coaching in Kerala can significantly improve your chances of clearing the written
examination, succeeding in the AFSB interview, and ultimately earning a commission in
the Indian Air Force.

If your dream is to serve the nation through one of the world’s most respected air forces,
now is the ideal time to begin your AFCAT 2026 preparation journey.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is AFCAT 2026?

AFCAT 2026 is the Air Force Common Admission Test conducted by the Indian Air Force
to recruit officers in Flying, Ground Duty Technical, and Ground Duty Non-Technical
branches.

2. Who can apply for AFCAT 2026?

Graduates and engineering graduates who meet the age, educational, and medical
criteria prescribed by the Indian Air Force can apply.

3. What is the age limit for AFCAT 2026?

Generally, candidates must be between 20 and 24 years for the Flying Branch and 20 to
26 years for Ground Duty branches, subject to official notification.

4. Is there negative marking in AFCAT?

Yes. One mark is deducted for every incorrect answer, while three marks are awarded
for every correct answer.

5. What subjects are included in AFCAT?
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The AFCAT exam includes General Awareness, English, Numerical Ability, and Reasoning
& Military Aptitude.

6. What is EKT in AFCAT?

EKT (Engineering Knowledge Test) is conducted for candidates applying to Technical
Branches of the Indian Air Force.

7. What happens after clearing AFCAT?

Candidates are called for the Air Force Selection Board (AFSB) interview, followed by
medical examination and final merit list preparation.

8. How important is the AFSB interview?

The AFSB interview is a critical stage that evaluates leadership qualities, personality,
communication skills, and officer-like qualities.

9. How can the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala help?

The best AFCAT coaching in Kerala provides expert faculty, study materials, mock tests,
current affairs support, and comprehensive AFSB interview training.

10. When should I start preparing for AFCAT 2026?

Ideally, candidates should begin preparation at least 6 to 12 months before the
examination to ensure thorough coverage of the syllabus and sufficient mock test
practice.
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