CURRENT AFFAIRS STRATEGY FOR
PRELIMS 2026: WHAT TO READ AND
WHAT TO SKIP

Introduction

Current Affairs (CA) is one of the most decisive components of the UPSC Civil
Services Preliminary Examination. Over the last decade, UPSC has increasingly blurred
the line between static syllabus and current events, making random reading
ineffective.

For Prelims 2026, aspirants must adopt a selective, analytical, and revision-
oriented strategy—knowing what to read deeply and what to safely skip is the
key to success.

Why Current Affairs Matters for UPSC Prelims 2026
¢ 30-40% of Prelims questions are directly or indirectly linked to current affairs
¢ Questions are concept-based, not factual news recall
e Static topics are frequently asked through a current affairs lens

e UPSC tests understanding + relevance, not volume of reading

Time Frame to Cover Current Affairs for Prelims 2026
Ideal Coverage Period
e June 2024 - March 2026
e Special focus on:
o Last 12-18 months before Prelims

o Major events just before notification & exam

WHAT TO READ FOR PRELIMS 2026 (High-Yield Areas)

1. Polity & Governance (Very High Priority)
What to Read

e Constitutional amendments



Supreme Court & High Court judgments

New bills, Acts, rules, and schemes

Election reforms, parliamentary procedures

Federalism, Centre-State relations

What to Skip
e Political statements & party debates

e Opinionated editorials without constitutional relevance

2. Indian Economy (High Priority)

What to Read
e Union Budget & Economic Survey (concepts, not data overload)
e RBI policies, inflation, growth, fiscal deficit
e Banking, NBFCs, digital payments, fintech

¢ International economic institutions impacting India

What to Skip

e Daily Sensex/Nifty movements

e Business news focused only on corporate profits

3. Environment & Ecology (Must-Read Area)
What to Read

Climate change conventions (COPs, UNFCCC, IPCC)

Protected areas, species in news

Environmental laws & reports

India’s climate commitments



What to Skip

e Repetitive climate activism articles without exam relevance

4. Science & Technology (Selective Reading)
What to Read

e Space missions (ISRO & global)

e Defence technology & missiles

e Biotechnology, Al, qguantum tech

e Emerging technologies with applications

What to Skip

e Purely technical or engineering-level explanations

5. International Relations (Prelims-Oriented)
What to Read

¢ International organisations & groupings

e India’s bilateral and multilateral engagements

e Summits, declarations, strategic alliances

What to Skip

e Diplomatic commentary and opinions

6. Geography (Current + Static Integration)
What to Read

e Places in news (maps!)

* Natural disasters & climatic events

e Ocean currents, volcanoes, cyclones



What to Skip

e Generic travel or tourism news

WHAT TO SKIP COMPLETELY (Time Savers)

[] Political controversies

[] Celebrity news

[] Editorial opinions without syllabus linkage
[] Excessive statistics

[] One-day sensational news

[] Long interviews & speeches

Newspaper Strategy for Prelims 2026
Best Newspapers

e The Hindu or Indian Express (only one)

How to Read (Daily - 60 Minutes Max)

Section Action

Front Page Scan

Polity / Economy Read deeply
International Selective
Editorial Skip for Prelims
Sports / Cinema Skip

Monthly Current Affairs Strategy (Most Important)
Why Monthly Compilations Matter

e UPSC questions often come from summarised current affairs

e Reduces information overload

e Easier revision

What to Focus On
e Government schemes
e Reports & indices

¢ International organisations



e Environment & science topics

Integration with Static Syllabus (Game Changer)
Example:

e Current affair: New wildlife sanctuary

e Static link: National Parks, Wildlife Protection Act

Rule:
[[No static = No current affairs

Revision Strategy (Make or Break Factor)
Ideal Revision Cycle

e 1st revision: Same month

e 2nd revision: After 3 months

¢ 3rd revision: Before Prelims

Tools for Revision
¢ One-page notes
e Mind maps
* MCQ-based revision

e PYQ linking

Mock Tests & PYQs: Final Weapon

e Solve last 10-15 years Prelims PYQs
e |dentify patterns of current affairs questions

e Attempt topic-wise CA mock tests

Common Mistakes to Avoid



A Reading multiple newspapers

A Making bulky notes

A Ignoring revision

A Memorising without understanding

A Studying current affairs without static base

Final Prelims 2026 Current Affairs Checklist

v Schemes & Policies

v Supreme Court judgments
v International organisations
v Environment & ecology

v Science & technology

v Maps & locations

v Government reports

Conclusion

For Prelims 2026, success in current affairs lies not in reading more, but in reading
smart. A focused approach—knowing what to read, what to skip, and how to
revise—can convert current affairs into a high-scoring area.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1. How many months of current affairs are needed for Prelims
202672

00 Ideallyl8-20 months, with strong focus on the last 12 months.
Q2. Are editorials important for Prelims?

[0 No. Editorials are more useful foMains, not Prelims.

Q3. Is monthly current affairs enough?

00 Yesif combined with static syllabus and revision.

Q4. Should | read multiple current affairs sources?
00 No. Stick toone newspaper + one monthly compilation.
Q5. How to remember current affairs till Prelims?

00 Regularevision + MCQs + linking with static topics.
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