FORCE MAJEURE - CONCEPT & GULF
CONTEXT (UPSC NOTES)

1. What is “Force Majeure”?

e The term comes from French meaning “superior force.”
e |t is a contractual clause that allows a party to:
o Suspend / delay / cancel obligations
o When an unforeseeable and uncontrollable event prevents
performance

00 In simple UPSC terms:
Force majeure is a legal mechanism that excuses non-performance of a contract due to
extraordinary external events.

2. Essential Features (Exam Keywords)
A valid force majeure event must be:

External —» beyond control of parties
Unforeseeable - not predictable at contract time
Unavoidable / irresistible —» cannot be prevented
Leads to impossibility of performance

00 Examples:

e War / armed conflict

Natural disasters

Pandemic (e.g., COVID-19)
Government restrictions
Blockade or supply chain collapse

3. Legal Nature (Important for GS-ll / GS-IIl)

¢ |t is a risk allocation tool in contracts
e |t does NOT automatically apply - must be explicitly mentioned in
contract
o Effects:
o Temporary suspension of obligations
o Extension of deadlines
o |n extreme cases — termination of contract

(] 4. WHY IN NEWS? (Gulf Countries Case - 2026)

Recently, Gulf nations like Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain invoked force majeure due to:



Conflict in the Middle East (Iran-US-Israel tensions)
Disruption in the Strait of Hormuz

Attacks on shipping and oil infrastructure
Breakdown of global supply chains

[0 Result:

e Suspension of oil & gas exports
e Disruption of global energy markets

5. Why is it Important in the Gulf Region?
(a) Energy Security

e Gulf countries are major oil & gas exporters
e Any disruption - global price shocks

(b) Strategic Geography

e Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global oil trade
e Conflict provides legal grounds for force majeure

(c) Contract-heavy economies

e Large infrastructure, shipping, and energy contracts
e Force majeure acts as a critical legal shield

6. Force Majeure vs Hardship (Important UPSC Distinction)

Aspect Force Majeure Hardship

Nature Performance impossible Performance difficult

Outcome Contract Contract renegotiated
suspended/terminated

Example War blocks shipping Rising oil prices

00 Gulf case Force Majeure (impossibility), not hardship

7. Implications (UPSC Analysis)
Economic:

¢ Oil supply shocks = inflation globally
e Trade disruptions

Legal:

e Rise in international arbitration cases
e Disputes over contract interpretation



Geopolitical:

e Highlights vulnerability of global chokepoints
e Shows link between law and geopolitics

For India:

e Energy import risks
e Impact on Indian diaspora and remittances

8. Link with International Law (GS-II)

e Recognized under international contract law
e Also used by states to justify non-performance of obligations
¢ Related concept: Doctrine of Frustration (common law)

10 9. Model UPSC Answer (150 Words)

Force majeure, meaning “superior force,” refers to a contractual clause that excuses
parties from performing obligations when extraordinary events beyond their
control—such as war, natural disasters, or pandemics—make performance impossible. It
functions as a risk allocation mechanism in contracts.

Recently, Gulf countries like Qatar and Bahrain invoked force majeure amid disruptions
in the Strait of Hormuz caused by regional conflict. This led to suspension of oil and gas
exports, highlighting the strategic importance of legal tools in global trade and energy
security.

The concept has significant economic and geopolitical implications, including supply
chain disruptions, rising energy prices, and increased contractual disputes. For countries
like India, it underscores vulnerability to external shocks and the need for diversified
energy sources.

Thus, force majeure illustrates the intersection of law, economics, and geopolitics in an
interconnected world.

[0 Quick Revision (Prelims + Mains)

e French origin = “superior force”

Applies only if mentioned in contract
Requires impossibility, not difficulty
Recently used in Gulf oil crisis

Links law with geopolitics and global trade
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