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From Carrying Luggage to Carrying the
Nation’s Hopes: The Inspiring Journey

of IAS Officer Sreenath K
The inspiring journey of IAS officer Sreenath K proves that with hard work, determination,
and resourcefulness, anyone can transform their destiny. A native of Munnar, Kerala,
Sreenath worked as a porter at the Ernakulam railway station to support his family,
earning just Rs 400-500 per day by carrying passengers’ luggage. Despite the financial
hardships, he dreamed of a brighter future and was determined to achieve it through
education.

Balancing his physically demanding job, Sreenath began preparing for the Kerala Public
Service Commission (KPSC) exam. Unable to afford expensive coaching or study
materials, he turned to free resources available online. His smartphone and the free WiFi
provided at the railway station became his lifelines. Using these, he accessed online
study materials, educational videos, and mock tests during his free time, demonstrating
that a strong will can overcome even the toughest challenges.

In January 2016, when the government introduced free WiFi at Mumbai Central Railway
Station, it marked a turning point in Sreenath’s life. Armed with his phone, earbuds, and
an unwavering determination, he utilized every spare moment at the station to prepare
for his exams. His relentless efforts paid off when he cleared the KPSC exam and
secured a government job.

But Sreenath didn’t stop there. Determined to aim higher, he set his sights on the
prestigious UPSC Civil Services Examination. The journey was far from easy. Facing
multiple challenges, he persevered, and on his fourth attempt, he achieved his ultimate
goal of becoming an IAS officer. This incredible feat brought immense pride to his family,
community, and everyone who had witnessed his journey.

Sreenath’s story is a powerful reminder that success isn’t about wealth or privilege—it’s
about perseverance, resourcefulness, and the courage to dream big. His transformation
from a railway porter to an IAS officer stands as a beacon of hope for countless
individuals striving to overcome adversity and achieve greatness.
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