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GEOGRAPHY FOR PRELIMS 2026:
MAPS, LOCATIONS & PHYSICAL

FEATURES
Geography is one of the most scoring and elimination-friendly subjects in the UPSC
Civil Services Preliminary Examination. In recent years, UPSC has increasingly focused
on map-based questions, physical features, and location-based current affairs,
making Geography a decisive section for Prelims 2026.

For UPSC Prelims 2026, aspirants must develop strong command over Indian and
World maps, physical geography concepts, and location-based news. This article
provides comprehensive, Prelims-ready notes on Maps, Locations, and Physical
Features, along with a smart preparation strategy, common mistakes, and FAQs.

Why Geography is Important for UPSC Prelims 2026

Consistent presence of 10–15 questions in Prelims

High proportion of map-based and factual questions

Strong overlap with Environment, Economy & Current Affairs

Helps in easy elimination of options

�� Geography rewards visual memory and repeated map practice.

PART I: MAP WORK – THE GAME CHANGER FOR
PRELIMS 2026
1. Importance of Map-Based Questions

UPSC increasingly asks:

Identification of places in news

Location of rivers, mountains, straits, seas

Countries, borders, and strategic locations

Map-based questions often fetch sure-shot marks if practiced well.

2. Indian Map – Must-Know Areas
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(a) Physiographic Divisions of India

Himalayan ranges (Trans, Greater, Lesser, Shiwalik)

Northern Plains

Peninsular Plateau

Indian Desert (Thar)

Coastal Plains

Islands (Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep)

(b) Rivers of India

Focus on:

Himalayan rivers: Indus, Ganga, Brahmaputra

Peninsular rivers: Godavari, Krishna, Cauvery, Narmada, Tapi

Tributaries and river systems

River-origin, course, and drainage pattern

�� UPSC often asks match-the-following from rivers.

(c) Mountains, Passes & Plateaus

Major mountain ranges and passes

Western & Eastern Ghats

Deccan Plateau, Malwa Plateau, Chota Nagpur Plateau

(d) Indian Lakes, Wetlands & Deltas

Natural vs artificial lakes

Important wetlands (Ramsar sites)
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Major river deltas and estuaries

PART II: WORLD MAPS & INTERNATIONAL
LOCATIONS
3. World Map – High-Scoring Areas
(a) Continents & Physiographic Features

Major mountain ranges: Andes, Rockies, Alps, Atlas, Ural

Deserts: Sahara, Kalahari, Gobi, Atacama

Plateaus: Tibetan, Brazilian, African Plateau

(b) Oceans, Seas & Straits

Highly important for Prelims.

Important seas: Mediterranean, Black Sea, Red Sea

Straits: Hormuz, Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb, Bosphorus, Dardanelles

Gulfs & bays

�� Frequently linked with international relations and trade routes.

(c) Important Rivers & Lakes of the World

Nile, Amazon, Mississippi, Yangtze, Danube

Major freshwater lakes

PART III: PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY – CORE CONCEPTS
4. Geomorphology (Landforms)

Endogenic vs exogenic forces

Plate tectonics

Earthquakes & volcanoes
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Folding and faulting

5. Climatology

Atmosphere and its layers

Heat budget

Pressure belts and winds

Monsoon system in India

El Niño, La Niña, Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)

6. Oceanography

Ocean currents (warm & cold)

Upwelling and downwelling

Tides and waves

Coral reefs and marine features

PART IV: LOCATION-BASED CURRENT AFFAIRS
(PRELIMS GOLD)
7. Places in News

UPSC regularly asks from locations in news due to:

Conflicts

Natural disasters

Infrastructure projects

Environmental significance

Prepare:

Border regions
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Strategic islands

National parks and reserves in news

Smart Strategy to Prepare Geography for Prelims
2026

1. Practice map work daily (India + World)

2. Integrate static geography with current affairs

3. Revise physical geography concepts regularly

4. Use atlases and online map tools

5. Solve previous year questions (PYQs)

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Ignoring map practice

Studying Geography without visuals

Memorising facts without location context

Skipping revision of physical geography

Conclusion

Geography for UPSC Prelims 2026 is highly scoring if prepared visually and
strategically. Regular map practice, clarity in physical geography concepts, and
integration with current affairs can significantly boost your Prelims score. Aspirants who
treat maps as daily practice tools will always stay ahead in this subject.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1. How many Geography questions are asked in UPSC
Prelims?

Usually 10–15 questions every year.
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Q2. Are map-based questions really important?

Yes. Map-based questions are increasing and are easy to score.

Q3. Should I study World Geography for Prelims?

Yes. World maps and international locations are frequently asked.

Q4. Is Physical Geography important for Prelims?

Yes. Many questions are concept-based from physical geography.

Q5. Is Geography useful for other stages of UPSC?

Absolutely. It overlaps with GS Paper I and Environment sections.
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