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How Much Marks Are Needed in 12th

for NDA Exam?
The National Defence Academy (NDA) exam is one of the most prestigious exams for
candidates who aspire to join the Indian Armed Forces as officers. Many students wonder
about the minimum marks required in their 12th standard to be eligible for the NDA
exam. This article provides a detailed explanation of the academic requirements for
NDA.

Eligibility Criteria for NDA Exam

The NDA exam is conducted twice a year by the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC). Here are the basic eligibility requirements:

Educational Qualification

For Army Wing of NDA: Candidates must have passed 10+2 (or equivalent)
from a recognized board in any stream (Science, Commerce, or Arts).

For Air Force and Naval Wings of NDA & 10+2 Cadet Entry Scheme at
INA: Candidates must have passed 10+2 with Physics and Mathematics as
compulsory subjects.

Minimum Marks Required in 12th for NDA

There is no specific percentage requirement in the 12th standard to appear
for the NDA exam.

The candidate must have simply passed 12th from a recognized board.

However, a good academic record, particularly in Mathematics and General
Ability, will help in the written examination.

Selection Process for NDA

The NDA selection process consists of three stages:

1. Written Examination: Conducted by UPSC, consisting of:

Mathematics: 300 Marks
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General Ability Test (GAT): 600 Marks

Total: 900 Marks

2. SSB Interview: Personality and Intelligence assessment (900 Marks)

3. Medical Examination: Candidates must meet the required medical fitness
standards.

Ideal 12th Standard Preparation for NDA

Although UPSC does not mandate a minimum percentage, candidates should aim to
score well in the 12th standard for the following reasons:

Strong basics in Mathematics and General Knowledge will help in the written
exam.

Higher marks in Physics and Mathematics improve understanding for the Air
Force and Naval wings.

Good academic performance builds discipline and enhances confidence for the 
SSB interview.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
1. Can I apply for NDA with less than 50% in 12th?

Yes, there is no minimum percentage requirement; you only need to pass 12th from a
recognized board.

2. Do NDA toppers have high 12th marks?

Many toppers have strong academic backgrounds, but NDA selection depends on
performance in the written exam and SSB interview rather than just 12th marks.

3. Will low marks in Mathematics affect my NDA selection?

Yes, since Mathematics is a separate section in the NDA exam, poor performance in the
subject can affect your overall chances of qualifying.

4. Is 12th board percentage considered in NDA selection?
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No, NDA selection is based on the UPSC written exam, SSB interview, and medical
fitness.

Conclusion

While there is no minimum percentage required in the 12th standard to appear for the
NDA exam, candidates should aim for a strong academic performance, especially in
Mathematics and General Knowledge. Focus on NDA syllabus preparation, clear
fundamental concepts, and work on physical fitness to increase the chances of success.

How to Join the Defence Forces as an Officer After 12th Standard ?

For the latest updates, visit the official websites:

UPSC NDA
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