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How to Join the Defence Forces as an

Officer After 12th Standard ?
How to Join the Defence Forces as an Officer After
12th Standard
 

Joining the Indian Armed Forces as an officer right after the 12th standard is a
prestigious opportunity for young aspirants who want to serve the nation. There are
multiple entry routes to join the Indian Army, Indian Navy, and Indian Air Force at an
early stage. This guide covers all the ways to join the defense forces just after
completing Class 12.

1. National Defence Academy (NDA) Entry
Eligibility Criteria:

Gender: Male candidates only (Female candidates can apply for the Indian Army
through NDA from 2021 onward)

Age: 16.5 to 19.5 years

Education: 10+2 with Physics and Mathematics (for Air Force and Navy); any
stream for Army

Marital Status: Unmarried

Selection Process:

1. Written Exam (Conducted by UPSC)

Mathematics

General Ability Test (GAT)

2. SSB Interview (Services Selection Board)

3. Medical Examination

Training & Career Path:

Selected candidates undergo three years of training at the NDA in Pune, followed by
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specialized training at respective academies:

Indian Military Academy (IMA) for Army cadets

Air Force Academy (AFA) for Air Force cadets

Indian Naval Academy (INA) for Navy cadets

Upon successful completion, they are commissioned as officers in their respective
services.

2. 10+2 Technical Entry Scheme (TES) – Indian Army
Eligibility Criteria:

Gender: Male candidates only

Age: 16.5 to 19.5 years

Education: 10+2 with a minimum of 60% in Physics, Chemistry, and Mathematics
(PCM)

Must have appeared for JEE Mains (Mandatory from 2021 onward)

Selection Process:

1. Shortlisting based on JEE Mains Score

2. SSB Interview

3. Medical Examination

Training & Career Path:

Selected candidates undergo a four-year technical training program at Officers Training
Academy (OTA), Gaya, followed by a one-year training at IMA, Dehradun, before
commissioning as a Lieutenant in the Indian Army.

https://victorgrowth.com/how-to-join-the-indian-air-force-as-an-officer/

3. 10+2 B.Tech Entry Scheme – Indian Navy
Eligibility Criteria:
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Gender: Male candidates only

Age: 16.5 to 19.5 years

Education: 10+2 with at least 70% in PCM and 50% in English

Must have appeared for JEE Mains (Mandatory)

Selection Process:

1. Shortlisting based on JEE Mains Score

2. SSB Interview

3. Medical Examination

Training & Career Path:

Selected candidates undergo a four-year B.Tech program at the Indian Naval Academy
(INA), Ezhimala, and are commissioned as officers in the Indian Navy.

Conclusion

Aspirants who wish to join the Indian Armed Forces as officers immediately after the
12th standard have multiple pathways. The most prestigious route is through the NDA,
followed by technical entries such as TES and 10+2 B.Tech entry schemes for Army and
Navy, respectively.

FAQs

1. Can females apply for NDA?
Yes, from 2021 onwards, female candidates can apply for the NDA for Army entry.

2. What is the best way to prepare for NDA?
Aspirants should focus on Mathematics, General Knowledge, and English. Additionally,
regular physical fitness training and personality development are essential for the SSB
interview.

3. Is JEE Mains mandatory for TES and Navy B.Tech Entry?
Yes, candidates must have a valid JEE Mains score for both entries.

How to Join the Indian Air Force as an Officer ?
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For the latest updates, visit the official websites:

UPSC NDA

Join Indian Army

Join Indian Navy

Indian Air Force
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