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How to Join the Indian Air Force as an

Officer ?
A Complete Guide
The Indian Air Force (IAF) is one of the most prestigious defense forces in the world. It
offers multiple entry routes for candidates aspiring to serve as officers in various
branches, including Flying, Technical, and Ground Duty. This guide covers all possible
ways to join the Indian Air Force as an officer, eligibility criteria, selection process, and
career prospects.

1. Entry Through National Defence Academy (NDA)
Eligibility Criteria:

Gender: Male candidates only

Age: 16.5 to 19.5 years

Education: 10+2 with Physics and Mathematics

Marital Status: Unmarried

Selection Process:

1. Written Exam (conducted by UPSC)

2. Services Selection Board (SSB) Interview

3. Medical Examination

Career Path:

After completing three years at NDA and one year of training at Air Force Academy
(AFA), candidates are commissioned as Flying Officers in the Indian Air Force.

2. Entry Through Combined Defence Services (CDS)
Examination
Eligibility Criteria:
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Gender: Male candidates only

Age: 19 to 24 years

Education: Graduation with Physics and Mathematics at 10+2 level or B.E/B.Tech

Marital Status: Unmarried

Selection Process:

1. Written Exam (conducted by UPSC)

2. SSB Interview

3. Medical Examination

Career Path:

Selected candidates undergo training at the Air Force Academy (AFA) before being
commissioned as Flying Officers.

3. Entry Through Air Force Common Admission Test
(AFCAT)
Eligibility Criteria:

Gender: Both male and female candidates

Age:

Flying Branch: 20 to 24 years

Ground Duty (Technical & Non-Technical): 20 to 26 years

Education:

Flying Branch: Graduation with 60% marks and Physics & Mathematics at
10+2 level or B.E/B.Tech

Ground Duty (Technical): B.E/B.Tech with 60%

Ground Duty (Non-Technical): Graduation/Post-Graduation with 60%
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Selection Process:

1. AFCAT Written Exam

2. AFSB (Air Force Selection Board) Interview

3. Medical Examination

Career Path:

Candidates who clear all stages undergo training at Air Force Academy (AFA) before
being commissioned.

4. Entry Through NCC Special Entry
Eligibility Criteria:

Gender: Both male and female candidates

Age: 19 to 24 years

Education: Graduation with 60% marks and NCC Air Wing ‘C’ Certificate

Selection Process:

1. Direct SSB Interview (No written exam)

2. Medical Examination

Career Path:

Candidates undergo training at AFA before commissioning.

5. Entry Through University Entry Scheme (UES) [For
Technical Branch Only]
Eligibility Criteria:

Gender: Male candidates only
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Age: 19 to 25 years

Education: Final-year engineering students with 60% marks

Selection Process:

1. Campus recruitment process

2. SSB Interview

3. Medical Examination

Career Path:

Selected candidates undergo training at AFA before being commissioned into the
Technical Branch.

6. Entry Through Meteorology Branch
Eligibility Criteria:

Gender: Both male and female candidates

Age: 20 to 26 years

Education: M.Sc. in Meteorology, Physics, or related disciplines with 50% marks

Selection Process:

1. Shortlisting based on academic qualifications

2. Direct SSB Interview

3. Medical Examination

Career Path:

Selected candidates undergo training at AFA before being commissioned into the
Meteorology Branch.
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Conclusion

Joining the Indian Air Force as an officer is a dream for many aspirants. With multiple
entry routes, candidates can choose the best path based on their qualifications and
career goals. Proper preparation for written exams, SSB interviews, and physical fitness
is crucial for success.

FAQs

1. Can females apply for the Indian Air Force?
Yes, female candidates can apply through AFCAT, NCC Special Entry, and Meteorology
Branch.

2. What is the salary of an Air Force officer?
Starting salary is around Rs. 56,100 per month (Level 10 Pay Matrix) along with various
allowances.

3. Is there any reservation for NCC candidates?
Yes, candidates with NCC Air Wing ‘C’ Certificate can apply directly for the SSB interview
without a written exam.

For the latest updates, visit the Victor Growth .
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