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How to Manage Negative Marks in

UPSC Prelims Exam?
A Complete Guide
The UPSC Civil Services Prelims Exam is a highly competitive test that requires smart
strategies to maximize scores while minimizing negative marking. Since the exam
follows a negative marking scheme, where 1/3rd of the marks are deducted for
each wrong answer, candidates must adopt a calculated approach to avoid
unnecessary loss of marks.

In this guide, we will explore effective ways to manage negative marking in the UPSC
Prelims and improve your overall score.

Understanding the Negative Marking System in
UPSC Prelims

The UPSC Prelims consists of two papers:

1. General Studies (GS) Paper 1 – 100 questions, each carrying 2 marks.

2. CSAT (Paper 2) – 80 questions, each carrying 2.5 marks.

For every wrong answer:

0.66 marks are deducted in GS Paper 1.

0.83 marks are deducted in CSAT Paper 2.

Therefore, a random guess without strategy can significantly impact your final score. For
more details check UPSC Official Marking Scheme.

7 Effective Strategies to Avoid Negative Marking
1. Master the Art of Intelligent Guessing

Eliminate two incorrect options to increase the probability of a correct guess.

Avoid answering if you can eliminate only one option.

Use logical reasoning to narrow down choices.
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2. Attempt Questions with High Accuracy First

Solve questions that you are 100% sure of first.

Avoid over-attempting; do not feel pressured to answer every question.

3. Use the 50:50 Rule

If you are confused between two options, analyze which one is more factually or
logically sound.

If you still have doubts, it’s better to leave the question unanswered.

4. Avoid Overthinking and Second-Guessing

Your first instinct is often correct.

If you repeatedly change your answers, you might make unnecessary mistakes.

5. Time Management During the Exam

Divide your time into rounds:

First Round: Attempt sure-shot questions.

Second Round: Attempt questions where you can make an educated
guess.

Third Round: Recheck and finalize your answers.

6. Regular Practice with Mock Tests

Attempt full-length UPSC Prelims Mock Tests to simulate exam conditions.

Analyze your mistakes to identify patterns in negative marking.

Work on weak areas and improve accuracy.
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7. Stay Calm and Composed During the Exam

Avoid panic and over-attempting.

Stick to your exam strategy and do not change your approach last minute.

Manage stress effectively through mindfulness and time management
techniques.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. How many questions should I attempt in UPSC Prelims?
It depends on your accuracy. A safe attempt is 75-85 questions with high accuracy to
minimize negative marking.

2. Can I clear UPSC Prelims without guessing?
Yes, if you have a strong command over concepts and facts, you can clear Prelims
without relying on guessing.

3. How can I improve my accuracy in Prelims?
Practice mock tests, analyze mistakes, and strengthen conceptual understanding.

4. What is the best way to handle tricky questions?
Use logical elimination techniques and avoid over-attempting questions where you have
no idea.

Conclusion

Managing negative marking in the UPSC Prelims requires a strategic approach, smart
guessing techniques, and extensive practice. By improving accuracy, attempting only
confident answers, and regularly practicing mock tests, you can significantly enhance
your final score.

Boost Your UPSC Prelims Preparation with Victor Growth!

Victor Growth offers expert coaching, structured test series, and personalized
mentoring to help you excel in the UPSC Prelims. Join us today and take your
preparation to the next level!

For more details, visit  Best UPSC Coaching Centre in Kerala
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