How to Prepare for the AFCAT English
Section: The Ultimate Guide (2026)

Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala | Expert Preparation
Strategy

The Air Force Common Admission Test (AFCAT) is one of India’s most prestigious
defence entrance examinations conducted by the Indian Air Force for recruitment into
the Flying Branch and Ground Duty (Technical and Non-Technical) branches.

Among the four sections of AFCAT, the English section is often considered the
easiest scoring area for candidates who prepare strategically. A strong performance in
English can significantly improve your overall AFCAT score and increase your chances of
securing a place in the merit list.

If you are looking for the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala, understanding the English
syllabus and adopting the right preparation strategy can make all the difference.

AFCAT English Section Pattern

Total Questions:

20-25 Questions (Approx.)
Marks:

3 marks for each correct answer.
Negative Marking:

-1 mark for each incorrect answer.
Difficulty Level:

Moderate.

Time:

No separate sectional timing.

Since English questions can be answered quickly, candidates should aim to complete
this section within 10-15 minutes.

AFCAT English Syllabus

The AFCAT English section tests a candidate’s vocabulary, grammar, comprehension,



and communication skills.

Topics include:

1. Reading Comprehension
Questions are based on:

Main idea

Tone of passage
Inference

Vocabulary

Synonyms from passage
Antonyms

Fact-based questions

Preparation Tips
v Read newspapers daily.
Recommended:

e The Hindu
e The Indian Express

Read editorials and defence-related articles.
Practice:
e Speed reading.

e Finding keywords.
e Eliminating wrong options.

2. Cloze Test

Candidates fill blanks in a paragraph using appropriate words.
Tests:
e Grammar

e Vocabulary
e Context understanding

Preparation
Practice:

e Articles
e Prepositions



e Conjunctions
e Tenses
e Subject-verb agreement

3. Error Detection

Identify grammatical mistakes.

Common areas:

Parts of Speech

¢ Noun
Pronoun
Verb
Adjective
Adverb

Grammar Rules

Subject-Verb Agreement
Tenses

Active and Passive Voice
Direct and Indirect Speech
Parallelism

Modifiers

Articles

Prepositions

4. Sentence Improvement

Improve the underlined part.
Topics:
e Grammar

e Vocabulary
e Sentence structure

5. Fill in the Blanks

Based on:

e Grammar

e Vocabulary

¢ |dioms

¢ Phrasal verbs




6. Synonyms
Example:

Abundant

A) Scarce

B) Plenty

C) Rich

D) Sufficient

Candidates should know around 3000-5000 common English words.

7. Antonyms

Example:
Ancient
A) Old

B) Modern
C) Historic

D) Antique

8. Idioms and Phrases

Examples:
Hit the nail on the head.
Meaning:
To say exactly the right thing.
Common idioms:

e A blessing in disguise
Once in a blue moon
Burn the midnight oil

Beat around the bush
Piece of cake




9. One Word Substitution

Examples:

A person who loves books.
Answer:

Bibliophile.

Important examples:

e Omnipotent
Omniscient
Philanthropist
Introvert

Miser
Anonymous

10. Sentence Completion

Complete sentences logically.
Tests:
e Grammar

e Context
e Vocabulary

11. Ordering of Sentences

Arrange sentences in logical order.
Focus on:

e Sequence

e Connectors

e Pronouns

e Cause-effect relationship

12. Analogy
Example:
Doctor : Hospital ::

Teacher : School




13. Vocabulary-Based Questions

Includes:

e Word meanings
e Usage

e Spellings

e Context

Important Grammar Topics for AFCAT

Tenses
e Present

e Past
e Future

Articles
. A

e An
e The

Subject-Verb Agreement
Example:

Incorrect:

The list of items are long.

Correct:

The list of items is long.

Prepositions
Examples:
Interested in
Depend on

Capable of

Active and Passive Voice



Example:

Active:

Ram wrote a letter.
Passive:

A letter was written by Ram.

Direct and Indirect Speech
Direct:

He said, “l am happy.”

Indirect:

He said that he was happy.

Best Books for AFCAT English

1. Objective General English

Excellent for grammar and vocabulary.

2. Word Power Made Easy

Best for vocabulary building.

3. High School English Grammar and Composition

Grammar foundation.

4. AFCAT Previous Year Papers

Must practice at least 10 years’ questions.

Daily Study Plan for AFCAT English
Morning (30 Minutes)

Read newspaper editorial.
Write:

e 5 new words.



e Their meanings.
e Synonymes.
e Antonyms.

Afternoon (30 Minutes)

Grammar practice:

e Tenses
e Articles
e Prepositions

Evening (30 Minutes)
Solve:
¢ Cloze test

e Error spotting
e Sentence improvement

Night (30 Minutes)

Practice:

e Reading comprehension
e Previous year questions

Total:

2 Hours daily.

30-Day AFCAT English Preparation Plan
Week 1

Grammar basics

e Parts of speech

e Tenses

e Articles

e Subject-Verb Agreement

Week 2

Vocabulary

e Synonyms
e Antonyms



e |dioms
e One-word substitutions

Week 3

Reading comprehension

e Cloze test
e Sentence improvement
e Error detection

Week 4

Mock tests

e Previous year papers
e Full-length AFCAT mocks
e Time management

Common Mistakes to Avoid

1. Memorising without understanding.

Understand usage.

2. Ignoring grammar.

Grammar contributes significantly to AFCAT English.

3. Not reading newspapers.

Editorial reading improves vocabulary and comprehension.

4. Avoiding mock tests.

Practice under timed conditions.

5. Guessing too many answers.

Remember negative marking.

Smart Tips to Score 20+ Marks in AFCAT English

[0 Read an English newspaper daily.

[0 Learn 10 new words every day.



[] Revise idioms and one-word substitutions regularly.
[] Solve at least 20 grammar questions daily.

[] Practice AFCAT previous year papers.

[] Attempt English first in the exam to build confidence.
[] Maintain a vocabulary notebook.

[] Focus on accuracy to avoid negative marking.

Why Choose the Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala?

A structured coaching programme can accelerate your preparation by providing:

Comprehensive AFCAT English classes.

Topic-wise study materials.

Daily vocabulary and grammar sessions.

Weekly mock tests.

Previous year paper discussions.

Personal mentoring by experienced defence faculty.
SSB interview guidance.

Current affairs and defence awareness classes.

For aspirants in Kerala, choosing the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala with regular
practice tests, expert faculty, and disciplined preparation can significantly improve
success rates in both the written examination and subsequent selection stages.

Conclusion

The AFCAT English section is one of the highest-scoring components of the examination.
With a clear understanding of grammar, a strong vocabulary, consistent newspaper
reading, and regular mock test practice, candidates can score exceptionally well. A
disciplined study plan combined with expert guidance from the best AFCAT coaching
in Kerala can help aspirants achieve their dream of joining the Indian Air Force as an
officer.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1. Is the AFCAT English section difficult?

No. The difficulty level is generally easy to moderate. Regular practice can help
candidates score high.

Q2. How many English questions are asked in AFCAT?

Usually around 20-25 questions covering grammar, vocabulary, comprehension, and



verbal ability.

Q3. Which book is best for AFCAT English preparation?

Objective General English by S.P. Bakshi, Word Power Made Easy by Norman
Lewis, and Wren & Martin are among the most recommended resources.

Q4. How can | improve my vocabulary for AFCAT?

Read newspapers daily, maintain a vocabulary notebook, learn 10-15 new words every
day, and revise regularly.

Q5. Are previous year AFCAT papers important for English
preparation?

Yes. They help candidates understand the pattern, question types, and frequently tested
topics.

Q6. How much time should | dedicate to AFCAT English
daily?

Around 1-2 hours of focused preparation is sufficient if done consistently.
Q7. Can | prepare for AFCAT English without coaching?

Yes, but structured guidance, regular mock tests, and expert mentoring from the best
AFCAT coaching in Kerala can improve preparation efficiency and exam performance.

Q8. What are the most important topics in AFCAT English?

Reading comprehension, error detection, sentence improvement, cloze tests, idioms and
phrases, one-word substitutions, synonyms, antonyms, and grammar fundamentals.

Q9. What is a good score in the AFCAT English section?

A score of 18-22 correct answers with high accuracy is generally considered excellent
and can substantially boost the overall AFCAT score.

Q10. Which coaching institute offers quality AFCAT
coaching in Kerala?

A good AFCAT coaching institute should provide experienced defence faculty,
comprehensive study material, regular mock tests, SSB guidance, and personalised
mentoring to help aspirants succeed in the AFCAT examination.
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