India and Kuwait share a long history
of friendly and cooperative relations

India and Kuwait: A History of Cooperation and
Friendship

India and Kuwait share a longstanding relationship built on historical trade and cultural
ties. Over time, this partnership has deepened to include robust economic, energy, and
people-to-people connections. Recently, the two nations elevated their ties to a
strategic partnership, signaling a new era of collaboration.

Key Highlights of Recent Developments

1. Strategic Partnership:

o During Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Kuwait, the relationship
was elevated to the level of a “strategic partnership.”

o PM Modi received Kuwait’'s highest honor, the Mubarak Al-Kabeer
Order, from the Amir, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al Sabah, as a
symbol of strong bilateral friendship.

2. Defence Cooperation:

o A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed for defense
collaboration.

o This MoU allows for the exchange of defense personnel, joint
exercises, and supply of military equipment.

o The agreement institutionalizes bilateral defense ties and enhances
security cooperation.

3. Economic Engagement:

o PM Modi invited Kuwait’s Investment Authority to explore new
opportunities in India, particularly in energy, defense, medical
devices, pharma, and food parks.

o Discussions with Kuwaiti leaders focused on deepening trade and
investment in pharmaceuticals, IT, fintech, infrastructure, and
security.

4. Cultural and Sports Cooperation:

o An MoU on cultural exchange was signed, emphasizing shared heritage
and people-to-people ties.

o Another agreement on sports cooperation was inked, aiming to foster
collaboration in athletic development and exchanges.

5. Joint Working Groups:

o Both nations established new Joint Working Groups (JWGSs) in areas
like trade, investment, education, technology, agriculture, and security.

o These are in addition to existing JWGs on health, manpower, and
hydrocarbons.



Cultural Ties

e PM Modi met Kuwaiti translators Abdulla Al Baroun and Abdul Lateef Al
Nesef, who have translated Indian epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata
into Arabic.

e These efforts further strengthen cultural connections and highlight India’s rich
literary heritage.

Indian Diaspora in Kuwait

e With over 1 million Indians residing in Kuwait, they form the largest expatriate
community, contributing significantly to Kuwait’s economy.

e PM Modi visited the Gulf Spic Labour Camp, where over 90% of the inhabitants
are Indians, underscoring India’s commitment to its diaspora.

Historical Significance

e This was PM Modi’s first visit to Kuwait, completing his engagements with all Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) nations.

e Kuwait has maintained a consistently friendly policy toward India, fostering
mutual respect and cooperation over decades.

Future Prospects

India and Kuwait’s decision to elevate ties to a strategic partnership signals a
commitment to expanding cooperation across diverse sectors. With a focus on economic
diversification, defense collaboration, and cultural exchange, the two countries are
poised to achieve greater mutual growth and stability in the coming years.

This comprehensive overview includes the recent agreements and emphasizes their
significance in shaping future India-Kuwait relations. Let me know if you'd like any
additional details!

UPSC Mains Question

1. India and Kuwait recently elevated their ties to a strategic partnership. Discuss
the significance of this development in the context of India’s relations with Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) nations. Highlight key areas of collaboration and
challenges in the bilateral relationship. (250 words)

MCQ (Prelims)



1. Which of the following statements about India-Kuwait relations is/are correct?

=

. Kuwait is one of the largest suppliers of crude oil to India.

2. India and Kuwait have signed an MoU for the exchange of defense personnel,
joint exercises, and supply of military equipment.

3. India and Kuwait established Joint Working Groups (JWGSs) in health, manpower,

and hydrocarbons.

Options:

a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1 and 3 only

d) 1,2, and 3
Answer:d) 1, 2, and 3
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