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INDIA GETS NEW AIRFORCE CHIEF

The Government of India has appointed Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit as the next Chief of
the Air Staff (CAS) of the Indian Air Force (IAF). He will become the 29th Chief of the Air
Staff in the rank of Air Chief Marshal from the afternoon of 31 October 2026.

He will succeed Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh, who is scheduled to superannuate
on 31 October 2026.

Who is Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit?

Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit was commissioned into the fighter stream of the Indian Air
Force on 6 December 1986. He is currently serving as the Vice Chief of the Air Staff.

He has nearly four decades of service experience and has accumulated more than 3,500
hours of flying experience. He has flown several aircraft, including:

Mirage-2000

MiG variants

Jaguar

Tejas

Hawk

Kiran

IL-78

He is also an Experimental Test Pilot and a Qualified Flying Instructor.

Key Operational Experience

Air Marshal Dixit has participated in several important military operations and exercises,
including:

Operation Safed Sagar – associated with the Kargil conflict

Operation Rakshak

Operation Sindoor

Cope India – India-US air exercise
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He has also commanded a frontline fighter air base in the Western Sector and a major
fighter training base in the Southern Sector.

Important Senior Appointments

Before becoming Vice Chief of the Air Staff, Air Marshal Dixit served in several important
operational and strategic positions, including:

Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Central Air Command

Chief of Integrated Defence Staff to the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee

Deputy Chief of Air Staff

Air Defence Commander, Southern Air Command

Assistant Chief of Air Staff in planning and projects

His experience therefore covers operational command, air defence, modernisation,
planning and jointness among the three armed forces.

Significance of the Appointment

The appointment comes at a crucial stage for the Indian Air Force, which is focusing on
modernisation, indigenous defence production and integration of emerging technologies.

As Vice Chief, Dixit has been associated with initiatives related to indigenous aircraft and
emerging technologies. His experience as a fighter pilot and test pilot is particularly
relevant as the IAF expands its capabilities in:

Indigenous fighter aircraft such as Tejas

Unmanned aerial systems and drones

Network-centric warfare

Air defence systems

Artificial intelligence and emerging military technologies

Joint operations and integrated warfare

His appointment is therefore significant in the context of India’s broader objective of
achieving greater self-reliance in defence under Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
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Chief of the Air Staff – UPSC Facts

The Chief of the Air Staff is the professional head of the Indian Air Force and is
responsible for providing military leadership and strategic direction to the service.

The CAS is one of the three Service Chiefs:

1. Chief of the Army Staff

2. Chief of the Naval Staff

3. Chief of the Air Staff

The three Service Chiefs play an important role in India’s higher defence management
and coordination with the Ministry of Defence and the Department of Military Affairs.

Awards

Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit has received several military honours for distinguished
service, including:

Vayu Sena Medal – 2006

Vishisht Seva Medal – 2011

Ati Vishisht Seva Medal – 2023

Param Vishisht Seva Medal – 2026

UPSC Relevance
Prelims

Important facts to remember:

Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit → 29th Chief of the Air Staff

Takes charge → 31 October 2026

Succeeds → Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh

Current position → Vice Chief of the Air Staff

Flying experience → 3,500+ hours
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Rank on appointment → Air Chief Marshal

Mains – GS Paper III

The topic is relevant to:

Defence and security

Modernisation of armed forces

Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence

Indigenous defence technology

Air power and national security

Jointness and theatre-level integration

Emerging technologies in warfare

Possible UPSC Mains Question

“India’s changing security environment requires simultaneous modernisation,
indigenisation and integration of its armed forces. Discuss the priorities before the Indian
Air Force in this context.”

Conclusion

The appointment of Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit as the 29th Chief of the Air Staff marks
an important leadership transition in the Indian Air Force. His extensive operational
experience, expertise as a fighter and test pilot, and involvement in modernisation and
indigenous defence initiatives will be significant as India seeks to strengthen its air
power and build a technologically advanced and self-reliant defence capability.
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