India-Qatar Relations: Historical,
Economic, and Cultural Ties

Historical Relations

The relationship between India and Qatar is deeply rooted in history, marked by
centuries of trade and cultural exchanges. In ancient times, Qatari merchants sailed to
the Indian coast to trade pearls and import various goods, fostering mutual cultural
influences that have flourished over time. Diplomatic relations were formally established
in 1973, leading to strengthened cooperation across various sectors.
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Economic Relations

Economic collaboration forms a cornerstone of India-Qatar relations. In the financial year
2015-2016, bilateral trade reached $10 billion.
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However, fluctuations in global oil and gas prices have impacted trade volumes in
subsequent years. Recognizing the potential for growth, both nations have set an
ambitious goal to double bilateral trade to $28 billion over the next five years.
Discussions are underway to explore the signing of a free trade agreement, aiming to
enhance economic cooperation further.
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Energy remains a pivotal area of collaboration, with Qatar being a significant supplier of
liquefied natural gas (LNG) to India. Additionally, Qatar has committed to investing $10
billion in India across various sectors, reflecting a mutual desire to diversify economic

engagement beyond energy.
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Cultural Relations

Cultural ties between India and Qatar are enriched by the substantial Indian diaspora in
Qatar, which constitutes about 25% of Qatar’s population.
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This community plays a vital role in Qatar’s development and serves as a bridge
fostering deeper cultural understanding between the two nations. Regular cultural
exchanges, festivals, and educational collaborations further strengthen these bonds,
highlighting shared values and traditions.



Recent Visit by the Emir of Qatar

On February 17-18, 2025, His Highness the Amir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani, undertook a state visit to India. The visit commenced with a ceremonial
reception at Rashtrapati Bhavan, followed by discussions with President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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During the visit, both leaders recalled the historic trade linkages and deep-rooted people-
to-people ties between the two countries. They expressed a desire to further expand and
deepen the multifaceted relationship, focusing on areas such as trade, investment,
energy, and security.
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A significant outcome of the visit was Qatar’s commitment to invest $10 billion in India,
aiming to diversify economic engagement beyond the energy sector.
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This investment is poised to bolster India’s infrastructure, technology, and various other
sectors, reflecting a shared vision for mutual growth and prosperity.

The visit also underscored the importance of cultural and educational exchanges, with
both nations agreeing to promote initiatives that enhance people-to-people connections.
This includes collaborations in education, tourism, and the arts, fostering a deeper
appreciation of each other’s heritage.

In conclusion, the state visit by the Emir of Qatar to India has reinforced the
longstanding historical, economic, and cultural ties between the two nations. The
agreements and commitments made during this visit are expected to usher in a new era
of strategic partnership, driving growth and strengthening the bond between India and
Qatar.

For a visual overview of the Emir’'s ceremonial welcome in India, you can watch the
following video:
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