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India-U.S. Sonobuoy Co-Production

India-U.S. Sonobuoy Co-Production: A Game-Changer for Undersea Domain
Awareness

The India-U.S. collaboration on the co-production of sonobuoys, advanced underwater
devices designed to detect submarines, marks a significant milestone in the bilateral
defense partnership. This initiative, announced during U.S. National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan’s recent visit to India, is a testament to the growing synergy between the two
nations in advanced defense technologies.

Sonobuoys: A Vital Tool for Maritime Security

Sonobuoys are small, expendable devices used for underwater acoustics and sonar
systems to detect submarines and other underwater threats. Deployed from aircraft or
ships, they activate upon contact with water and feature:

Inflatable Floats: Equipped with radio transmitters for surface communication.
Hydrophones: Deployed to selected depths to capture acoustic signals.
Real-Time Analysis: Signals are transmitted via VHF or UHF radios to operators
for immediate assessment.

These cutting-edge devices enhance Undersea Domain Awareness (UDA) and play a
critical role in modern naval operations, including precision attacks to neutralize
underwater threats.

India-U.S. Co-Production Initiative

Under this first-of-its-kind partnership, the final assembly of sonobuoys will be conducted
in India, in collaboration with Bharat Dynamics Ltd. (BDL), a public sector undertaking.
The operational production line is expected to be ready by 2027.

The partnership adheres to India’s Make in India initiative, with the production process
split between the U.S. and India. These sonobuoys, built to U.S. specifications, are
designed to be interchangeable and interoperable across platforms such as the P-8
aircraft, MH-60R helicopters, and MQ-9B Sea Guardian drones.

Strategic Location and Technological Advancements

The joint production facility will be established in Vishakhapatnam, aligning with India’s
strategic maritime focus. Ultra Maritime, a U.S.-based leader in undersea warfare
technologies, is collaborating with BDL to optimize sonobuoy performance for the Indian
Ocean’s unique acoustic environment. Future advancements will also explore bespoke
multi-static active solutions to enhance wide-area search capabilities.
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Significance for Regional Security

The development holds particular importance in light of increasing Chinese maritime
activities in the Indo-Pacific region. UDA, a key area of focus for India and its Quad
partners (U.S., Australia, and Japan), aims to ensure secure maritime trade routes and
regional stability.

This collaboration also complements India’s efforts to deploy additional underwater
detection technologies, such as ocean bed-embedded sensors. Indian startups have
showcased promising progress in this area, with prototypes currently undergoing trials.

Strengthening India-U.S. Defense Relations

This partnership builds on a series of foundational agreements that have deepened India-
U.S. defense cooperation:

1. Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA): Facilitates
logistical support and interoperability.

2. Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA):
Enhances secure communication.

3. Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA): Supports geospatial
intelligence sharing.

The co-production initiative is also aligned with the U.S.-India Initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies (ICET), launched in May 2022, further cementing defense ties.

Economic and Strategic Impact

The sonobuoy project not only strengthens India’s defense capabilities but also
integrates Indian suppliers into the global supply chain. Ultra Maritime and BDL are
working together to identify opportunities for Indian companies to contribute to
advanced technology production, fostering economic growth and self-reliance in the
defense sector.

A Step Toward Maritime Security Excellence

The India-U.S. sonobuoy co-production project is a landmark development in enhancing
maritime security and undersea domain awareness. It underscores India’s commitment
to safeguarding its waters and ensuring a free, open, and prosperous Indo-Pacific.

By combining cutting-edge U.S. technology with India’s manufacturing capabilities, this
partnership sets the stage for greater innovation and collaboration in the years to come.
As the operational production line gears up for 2027, this initiative represents a
significant leap forward in India-U.S. strategic and defense cooperation.
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UPSC Mains Question

Q. Discuss the significance of the India-U.S. partnership in co-producing
sonobuoys for Undersea Domain Awareness (UDA). How does this
collaboration align with India’s strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific region
and its ‘Make in India’ initiative? (250 words)

UPSC Prelims MCQ

Q. With reference to sonobuoys, consider the following statements:

1. Sonobuoys are devices used to detect underwater threats such as submarines.
2. They are deployed from aircraft or ships and become operational only upon

contact with water.
3. Sonobuoys co-produced in India under the India-U.S. partnership will not be

interoperable with U.S. Navy platforms.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3

Answer: a) 1 and 2 only
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