India-UAE Military Exercise: Mountain
Guardian 2026

The India-UAE Joint Military Exercise MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026 commenced on
5 October 2026 at the Foreign Training Node, Chaubatia, Uttarakhand.

The exercise, being conducted from 5 to 18 October 2026, focuses on mountain
warfare, interoperability and tactical cooperation between the Indian Army and

UAE Land Forces. A total of 92 personnel, with equal representation from both
countries, are participating.

What is Exercise Mountain Guardian?

Mountain Guardian is a bilateral Army-to-Army exercise between India and the United
Arab Emirates.

The 2026 edition brings together:

e Indian Army: Troops from a Bhairav Battalion

UAE Land Forces: Troops from a Mountain Infantry Battalion

Location: Chaubatia, Uttarakhand

Duration: 5-18 October 2026

Participants: 92 personnel

Women officers and combatants from both armies are also participating in specialist
roles.

Major Training Activities

The exercise is designed to improve the ability of both forces to operate together in
difficult mountainous environments.

Key activities include:

Mountain Warfare

Troops undertake training involving rock climbing, obstacle crossing, physical
endurance and tactical operations in mountainous terrain.



Drone-Based Surveillance

The exercise incorporates drone operations and surveillance grids, highlighting the
increasing importance of unmanned systems in modern warfare.

Joint Tactical Training

Personnel participate in:
e Joint planning

Tactical drills

Firing practices

Equipment handling

Integrated field exercises

Technology-enabled operations

The exercise also facilitates the exchange of tactics, techniques and procedures
(TTPs) between the two armies.

Why is India-UAE Defence Cooperation Important?

India and the UAE have developed a steadily expanding defence partnership. Bilateral
defence cooperation is coordinated through mechanisms including the Joint Defence
Cooperation Committee (JDCC).
The relationship covers:

e Military exercises

e Training and professional exchanges

e Defence technology

e Defence manufacturing

e Maritime security

e Air-force cooperation

e Counter-terrorism



The two countries also conduct Exercise Desert Cyclone, an Army exercise focused
particularly on urban and desert operational environments. India and the UAE also
cooperate through naval and air exercises.

In January 2026, India and the UAE also signed a Letter of Intent for finalising a

Strategic Defence Partnership framework, signalling further institutionalisation of
defence cooperation.

Strategic Significance
1. Interoperability

Joint exercises enable armed forces to understand each other’s operational procedures
and improve coordination during potential joint or multinational operations.

2. Counter-Terrorism and Sub-Conventional Operations

Mountain Guardian provides an opportunity to exchange experience in tactical
operations and strengthen capabilities relevant to sub-conventional warfare.

3. Technology in Modern Warfare

The use of drones, surveillance systems and technology-enabled operations
demonstrates the changing nature of battlefield reconnaissance and situational
awareness.

4. India-UAE Strategic Partnership

Defence cooperation complements the broader India-UAE relationship involving trade,
energy, investment, maritime security and strategic cooperation.

Mountain Guardian vs Desert Cyclone

Exercise Key Focus

Mountain Guardian Mountain warfare and operations in
mountainous terrain

Desert Cyclone Urban/desert operational training and sub-

conventional operations

This distinction can be useful for UPSC Prelims.

UPSC Relevance
Prelims



Remember:
e Exercise: Mountain Guardian 2026
e Partners: India and UAE
e Venue: Chaubatia, Uttarakhand
e Dates: 5-18 October 2026
e Participants: 92 personnel
¢ Focus: Mountain warfare and interoperability

e Desert Cyclone: Another India-UAE Army exercise

Mains - GS Paper Il

The topic can be linked with:
e India-UAE strategic partnership
e Defence diplomacy
e Military interoperability
e Counter-terrorism cooperation
¢ India’s role in regional security

¢ Defence technology and modern warfare

Possible UPSC Mains Question

“Joint military exercises have emerged as an important instrument of India’s
defence diplomacy. Discuss their significance with reference to India-UAE
defence cooperation.”

Conclusion

Exercise Mountain Guardian 2026 reflects the expanding scope of India-UAE defence
cooperation. Beyond military training, such exercises strengthen interoperability,
professional exchanges, tactical capabilities and mutual trust.



For UPSC aspirants, the exercise should be studied within the broader framework of
India’s defence diplomacy, strategic partnership with the Gulf region, modern
warfare technologies and regional security.
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