India Wins Gold in Archery at Asian
Games 2026

India created history at the 2026 Asian Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, as the Indian
women’s recurve archery team won the gold medal by defeating South Korea 5-3 in
the final.

The Indian team comprised Ankita Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and Kumkum Mohod. This
was India’s first-ever gold medal in the women’s recurve team event at the
Asian Games.

The victory also ended South Korea’s long-standing dominance in the event, after the
Korean women’s team had won the previous seven Asian Games titles since 1998.

India’s Archery Achievement

India’s success at the 2026 Asian Games extends beyond the women’s recurve team.
India also achieved a clean sweep of the three compound team gold medals:

e Women’s Compound Team: Jyothi Surekha Vennam, Chikitha Taniparthi and
Prithika Pradeep

e Men’s Compound Team: Kushal Dalal, Sahil Rajesh Jadhav and Ganesh Mani
Ratnam Thirumuru

e Mixed Compound Team: Chikitha Taniparthi and Sahil Rajesh Jadhav
The women’s compound team also equalled the world record with a score of 238-234
against China.

The mixed compound victory additionally secured India’s first quota place for the Los
Angeles 2028 Olympics in the mixed team compound event.

Recurve vs Compound Archery
Recurve Archery

e Uses limbs that curve away from the archer.
e It is an Olympic discipline.

e Athletes generally shoot at a target from 70 metres in outdoor Olympic
competition.



¢ India has traditionally produced several successful recurve archers.

Compound Archery

e Uses a system of cams and pulleys to reduce the holding force required.
¢ |t allows greater mechanical efficiency and precision.
e Compound archery is not currently an Olympic medal discipline, although

the discipline is part of international competitions.

The distinction between recurve and compound is important for UPSC Prelims.

Significance for Indian Sports

India’s performance demonstrates the country’s growing strength in international
archery. The success has been supported by structured training, sports science,
competition preparation and exposure to different environmental conditions. Indian
archers underwent preparation involving different weather conditions and match
simulations ahead of the Asian Games.

The achievements are also relevant to India’s broader efforts to develop high-

performance sports, strengthen sporting infrastructure and improve India’s
performance in international competitions.

UPSC Relevance
Prelims

Important points:
e 2026 Asian Games: Aichi-Nagoya, Japan

« Women’s Recurve Team Gold: Ankita Bhakat, Kirti Sharma and Kumkum
Mohod

e Women’s Compound Team: Jyothi Surekha Vennam, Chikitha Taniparthi and
Prithika Pradeep

¢ India won all three compound team golds
e Recurve is an Olympic discipline

e Compound archery is currently not an Olympic medal event



Mains

The topic can be linked with:

GS Paper II: Government policies and institutions promoting sports

GS Paper Ill: Human resource development and sports infrastructure

Essay: Sports as an instrument of national development

Current Affairs: India’s performance in international sporting events

Possible UPSC Mains Question

“India’s recent achievements in archery reflect the growing importance of
scientific training and institutional support in developing high-performance
sports. Discuss.”

Conclusion

India’s historic women’s recurve gold and its clean sweep of the compound team events
at the 2026 Asian Games mark important milestones for Indian archery. For UPSC
aspirants, the development should be studied alongside Olympic sports, sports
governance, high-performance training and India’s growing presence in
international sporting competitions.
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