INS MAHE CREST

1.Introduction

e The Indian Navy has unveiled the crest of Mahe, the first ship of the
indigenously designed and built Mahe-class Anti-Submarine Warfare
Shallow Water Craft (ASW-SWC).

e The ship will soon be commissioned in Mumbai, marking a major milestone in
India’s Aatmanirbhar Bharat defence manufacturing journey.

e The crest captures the cultural essence of Mahe and the operational spirit
of anti-submarine warfare.

2. Background: Mahe-Class ASW-SWC

e Part of a new class of shallow-water anti-submarine warfare ships designed
for:

(o]

littoral ASW operations

(o]

coastal surveillance

(o]

submarine detection

(o]

escort duties in near-shore waters

e Fully indigenous design and construction, reflecting India’s rising defence
shipbuilding capabilities.

3. Why the Name “Mahe”?

e Named after Mahe, a picturesque coastal town on India’s western seaboard
(administratively in Puducherry, geographically within Kerala).

e Symbolises India’s maritime heritage, coastal spirit, and connection to
traditional warrior culture of the region.

e Strengthens the bond between the ship’s identity and the cultural ethos of
its namesake region.

4. Symbolism of the Ship’s Crest

The crest integrates culture + maritime imagery + naval operational ethos.



a. The ‘Urumi’ - Central Element
» A flexible sword used in Kalarippayattu, Kerala’s ancient martial art.
e Represents:
o agility
o precision
o speed
o lethal grace
¢ Indicates the ship’s capability to:
o operate swiftly in shallow waters
o conduct quick manoeuvres

o execute decisive ASW strikes

b. The Urumi Rising from the Sea
Symbolises:
¢ readiness to engage threats emerging from beneath the sea

e dominance in littoral (near-shore) warfare environments

c. Waves in the Crest
e Represent:
o India’s extensive maritime domain
o the Navy’s constant vigilance and preparedness
o connection to blue-water aspirations despite operating in shallow
waters
d. The Motto: “Silent Hunters”
Captures the core of modern ASW:

e Stealth: ability to operate quietly in shallow waters



¢ Vigilance: constant scanning for submarine threats

* Precision & Resolve: characteristic of anti-submarine operations

The motto reinforces the ethos of the crew—swift, silent, and lethal.

5. Operational Significance of ASW-SWC (General
Role for UPSC)

e Extremely important in the Indian coastal defence grid.

e Designed for:
o detecting and neutralising submarines in shallow waters
o monitoring suspicious underwater activity
o preventing infiltration through the littorals

o escorting high-value assets in coastal areas

Essential for India given:
e increasing submarine presence in the Indian Ocean

e rising strategic competition in Indo-Pacific waters

6. Significance for India’s Defence Indigenisation

e Demonstrates advancements in India’s ship design, sensors, propulsion, and
combat systems.

e Part of the Indian Navy’s thrust toward:
o Aatmanirbhar Bharat
o Make in India
o indigenous naval platforms
e Boosts Indian shipbuilding ecosystem including:
o MSMEs

o defence shipyards



o indigenous component manufacturers

7. Strategic Importance (UPSC Mains Angle)

a. Enhances Coastal Security

e Crucial for India’s 7,500 km coastline, high-density shipping zones, and energy
corridors.
b. Supports Anti-Submarine Capabilities
e Counters increasing submarine activities by adversarial nations in the
Indian Ocean.
c. Strengthens India’s Littoral Warfare Potential
e Shallow-water ASW operations are a specialised niche—India’s coastal waters

demand such capability.

d. Symbol of Cultural + Strategic Confluence

¢ Blends India’s martial traditions with modern naval warfare demands.

8. UPSC Prelims-Ready Facts

e Mahe: First ship of the Mahe-class ASW Shallow Water Craft.

Crest Features: Urumi (flexible sword), waves, motto “Silent Hunters”.

Cultural Origin: Derived from Kalarippayattu, Kerala’s martial heritage.

Role: Coastal ASW operations, surveillance, submarine detection.

Significance: Boosts indigenous shipbuilding under Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

e Commissioning: Scheduled in Mumbai.
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