INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS &
GROUPINGS IMPORTANT FOR PRELIMS
2026

Introduction

International Organisations and Groupings are a high-priority area in UPSC
Prelims, especially under Current Affairs + Polity + International Relations.
Questions are often fact-based, focusing on:

e Headquarters

Member countries

Objectives

India’s role

Recent developments (Summits, Declarations, New members)

With increasing global crises, geopolitical shifts, climate change, and economic
alliances, UPSC is asking more analytical Prelims questions from this area.

Why International Organisations are Important for UPSC
Prelims 2026

e UPSC asks 2-4 questions every year from this area
e High overlap with current affairs
* Many questions are eliminable if basics are clear

e Static + dynamic integration makes it high scoring

Classification of International Organisations for Prelims
Broad Categories:

1. United Nations & its Bodies

2. International Financial Institutions

3. Regional & Global Groupings



4. Security & Strategic Alliances
5. Environmental & Climate Organisations

6. India-Centric Groupings

1. United Nations (UN) & Its Important Bodies
United Nations (UN)

e Established: 1945

e Headquarters: New York, USA

e Members: 193

¢ India is a founding member

Main Organs of the UN

Organ Key Fact

General Assembly All members, one country-one vote
Security Council 5 Permanent + 10 Non-Permanent
ECOSOC Economic & Social issues

IC) The Hague, Netherlands
Secretariat Headed by UN Secretary-General

Important UN Agencies (Very Important for Prelims)

Organisation Headquarters Key Focus

WHO Geneva Global Health

UNESCO Paris Education, Culture, Heritage
FAO Rome Food & Agriculture

ILO Geneva Labour & Employment

IMF Washington DC Monetary stability

World Bank Washington DC Development finance
UNICEF New York Child welfare

UNDP New York Human development
Prelims Tip:

UNESCO - World Heritage Sites,
ILO - Labour conventions,
WHO - Health emergencies & pandemics

2. International Financial Institutions (IFls)

International Monetary Fund (IMF)



e Founded: 1944 (Bretton Woods)
e Members: 190

e Purpose: Global monetary stability, balance of payments support

World Bank Group (WBG)
e Focus on development & poverty reduction

e Key institutions:

o

IBRD

o

IDA

o

IFC

o

MIGA

o

ICSID

Asian Development Bank (ADB)
e Headquarters: Manila, Philippines

e India is the largest borrower

New Development Bank (NDB)
e Established by BRICS
e HQ: Shanghai

e Focus on infrastructure & sustainable development

3. Global & Regional Groupings (Highly Important)
G20

e Members: 19 countries + EU

e India hosted G20 Summit in 2023

e Focus areas: Global economy, development, climate finance



G7

¢ Informal grouping of advanced economies

¢ No permanent secretariat

BRICS
e Members: Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa
e Expanded to include new members (important for current affairs)

¢ Institutions: NDB, Contingent Reserve Arrangement

SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation)
e Focus: Security, regional stability, counter-terrorism

¢ India & Pakistan became full members in 2017

ASEAN

¢ 10 Southeast Asian countries

e ASEAN-India relations are highly relevant

4. Strategic & Security Groupings
QUAD
e Members: India, USA, Japan, Australia

e Focus: Indo-Pacific, maritime security, technology

NATO
e Military alliance
e Headquarters: Brussels

¢ |India is not a member



AUKUS
e Australia, UK, USA

e Nuclear-powered submarines pact

5. Environmental & Climate Organisations
UNFCCC
¢ Climate change framework

e Annual COP meetings

IPCC

e Scientific body on climate change

e Provides assessment reports

Global Environment Facility (GEF)

e Funds environmental projects

International Solar Alliance (ISA)
¢ India-led initiative
e Headquarters: Gurugram, India

e Focus: Solar energy deployment

6. India-Centric & South Asian Organisations
SAARC

e South Asian regional group

e Headquarters: Kathmandu

e Limited effectiveness due to political tensions



BIMSTEC
e Bay of Bengal countries
e More active than SAARC

e Focus: Connectivity, security, trade

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
e Maritime cooperation

¢ India plays a leading role

7. Trade & Economic Organisations
World Trade Organization (WTO)
e Headquarters: Geneva
e Deals with global trade rules
e India often in news due to:
o Agriculture subsidies
o Public stockholding

o Dispute settlement issues

OECD
e Developed countries’ policy forum

¢ India is not a member, but a key partner

How UPSC Asks Questions from This Topic

Match the following

Incorrect statements

Pairing HQ-Organisation

Current affairs linked static questions



e Membership based elimination questions

Prelims 2026 Preparation Strategy (Smart Approach)
e Make one-page notes for each organisation

e Focus on:

(o]

HQ

Members

(o]

(o]

Objectives

India’s role

(o]

e Revise using maps & tables

e Link with current affairs of last 2 years

Conclusion

International Organisations and Groupings form a high-return area for UPSC Prelims
2026. With structured preparation, frequent revision, and current affairs integration,
aspirants can easily secure marks from this section.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1. How many questions are asked from International
Organisations in UPSC Prelims?

[0 Usually2-4 questions every year, sometimes more when linked to current affairs.
Q2. Is this topic more static or current affairs based?

00 It istatic + dynamic. Basics remain static, but questions are triggered by current
events.

Q3. Which organisations are most important for Prelims 2026?
00 UN bodies, G20, BRICS, SCO, QUAD, IMF, World Bank, WTO, ISA, UNFCCC.
Q4. Should | study all international organisations?

00 No. Focus orimportant and frequently mentioned organisations relevant to
India and current affairs.



Q5. Best way to revise before Prelims?
0 Usetables, mind maps, and weekly revision with mock tests.
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