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Mercosur and the Polish Farmers’

Protests: Explained
What is Mercosur?

Mercosur (Southern Common Market) is a major regional trade bloc in South
America, established in 1991 through the Treaty of Asunción. Its core objective is to
promote economic integration and free trade among its member countries.

Key objectives of Mercosur include:

Removal of tariffs and non-tariff barriers among member states

Adoption of a common external tariff for non-members

Coordination of trade and economic policies

Facilitation of the movement of goods, services and factors of production

Member countries:

Full members: Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and Bolivia

(Several associate members also participate in specific trade arrangements)

Mercosur represents one of the world’s largest agricultural exporting regions,
particularly strong in beef, poultry, soybeans, sugar and dairy products.

What is the EU–Mercosur Trade Agreement?

The EU–Mercosur Trade Agreement is a proposed free trade and association
agreement between the European Union and the Mercosur bloc, negotiated over
more than two decades.

Key features of the proposed agreement:

Reduction or elimination of tariffs on goods traded between the two blocs

Greater access for Mercosur agricultural products to EU markets

Improved access for European industrial goods, automobiles and services
to South American markets

Cooperation on standards, sustainability, and regulatory frameworks
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While negotiations reached an agreement in principle, the deal has faced strong
resistance within several EU member states, particularly from the farming
community.

Why Are Polish Farmers Protesting?

Farmers in Poland have staged widespread protests against the EU–Mercosur trade deal
due to the following concerns:

1. Fear of Cheap Agricultural Imports

Polish farmers worry that the agreement will lead to an influx of low-cost agricultural
products from South America. These imports could be produced at lower costs due to
less stringent environmental and labour regulations, making it difficult for EU farmers to
compete.

2. Threat to Farmers’ Incomes and Rural Livelihoods

European farmers, including those in Poland, argue that their profit margins are already
under pressure due to rising input costs. Increased competition from imports could 
reduce farm incomes, particularly affecting small and medium-scale family farms.

3. Differences in Environmental and Safety Standards

Protesters highlight concerns that agricultural products from Mercosur countries may be
produced using standards that differ from strict EU environmental, animal
welfare and food safety norms, creating an uneven playing field.

4. Food Security and Strategic Concerns

Farmers argue that excessive dependence on imported food could weaken Europe’s
domestic agricultural base and undermine long-term food security.

5. Political and Policy Concerns

The protests are also aimed at pressuring national governments and EU institutions to
either block the agreement or introduce strong safeguard clauses, quotas, and
stricter enforcement mechanisms to protect European farmers.

Why This Issue Matters

The Polish farmers’ protests reflect a broader debate within the European Union on:

Balancing free trade and domestic protection

Ensuring fair competition for farmers

Reconciling climate commitments with trade policy

Protecting rural livelihoods while pursuing global economic integration
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The EU–Mercosur issue highlights the growing tension between globalisation and
domestic socio-economic stability, making it a significant topic for understanding
contemporary international trade politics.
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