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MODERN INDIAN HISTORY:

FREQUENTLY ASKED PRELIMS AREAS
Modern Indian History is one of the most reliable and high-return sections of the
UPSC Civil Services Preliminary Examination. Every year, 8–12 questions are asked
from this segment, largely from repeated themes, movements, acts,
organizations, and personalities. With focused preparation, Modern History can
become a sure-shot scoring area for Prelims 2026.

This article presents a comprehensive, exam-oriented guide to the frequently
asked areas in Modern Indian History, covering British expansion,
administrative policies, socio-religious reform movements, the national
movement, and constitutional developments, along with a smart preparation
strategy and FAQs.

Why Modern Indian History is Important for UPSC
Prelims 2026

Questions are largely static and repetitive

Strong overlap with NCERTs and standard textbooks

Easy to revise with timelines and themes

High accuracy possible through elimination

�� Aspirants who master themes and chronology score consistently high.

PART I: EUROPEAN PENETRATION & BRITISH
EXPANSION IN INDIA
1. Coming of Europeans

Frequently tested areas:

Portuguese, Dutch, English, French settlements

Key factories and trading centres

Carnatic Wars (I, II, III)

Battle of Plassey (1757) & Buxar (1764)



Vict
or

 G
ro

wth
Focus on causes, consequences, and outcomes.

2. British Expansion & Administrative Policies

Subsidiary Alliance (Lord Wellesley)

Doctrine of Lapse (Lord Dalhousie)

Annexation of Awadh

Permanent Settlement, Ryotwari & Mahalwari systems

�� Land revenue systems are a UPSC favourite.

PART II: SOCIO-RELIGIOUS REFORM MOVEMENTS
(REPEATEDLY ASKED)
3. Reform Movements in 19th Century

Brahmo Samaj – Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Arya Samaj – Swami Dayanand Saraswati

Prarthana Samaj

Aligarh Movement – Sir Syed Ahmed Khan

Ramakrishna Mission – Swami Vivekananda

Focus on objectives, methods, and contributions.

4. Tribal, Peasant & Popular Movements

Santhal Rebellion

Indigo Revolt

Deccan Riots

Munda Ulgulan (Birsa Munda)

UPSC asks match-the-following from these movements.
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PART III: REVOLT OF 1857 & ITS CONSEQUENCES
5. Revolt of 1857

One of the most important topics.

Causes: political, economic, military, religious

Centres & leaders

Nature of the revolt

Reasons for failure

Consequences

PART IV: INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT (CORE UPSC
AREA)
6. Formation of INC & Early Nationalists

Indian National Congress (1885)

Moderates vs Extremists

Important sessions and resolutions

Economic critique of colonialism

7. Swadeshi Movement & Revolutionary Activities

Partition of Bengal (1905)

Swadeshi & Boycott

Revolutionary organisations in India and abroad

8. Gandhian Era (1915–1947) – HIGHEST WEIGHTAGE

UPSC’s most favourite area.

Key movements:
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Champaran, Ahmedabad, Kheda

Non-Cooperation Movement

Civil Disobedience Movement

Quit India Movement

Important aspects:

Causes

Programmes

Outcomes

9. Constitutional Developments (1909–1947)

Very frequently asked.

Indian Councils Act, 1909

Government of India Act, 1919

Government of India Act, 1935

Cripps Mission, Cabinet Mission

Indian Independence Act, 1947

PART V: IMPORTANT ORGANISATIONS, SESSIONS &
PERSONALITIES
10. Important Congress Sessions

1885 – Bombay (W.C. Bonnerjee)

1907 – Surat Split

1929 – Lahore Session (Poorna Swaraj)

11. Important Personalities
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Mahatma Gandhi

Jawaharlal Nehru

Subhas Chandra Bose

Bhagat Singh

Sardar Patel

B.R. Ambedkar

Focus on roles and contributions, not biographies.

Smart Strategy to Prepare Modern History for
Prelims 2026

1. Follow chronological approach

2. Prepare theme-based notes

3. Revise land revenue systems and acts repeatedly

4. Solve previous year questions (PYQs)

5. Focus on factual clarity and elimination techniques

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Ignoring timelines and chronology

Memorising without understanding context

Skipping lesser-known movements

Not revising acts and sessions

Conclusion

Modern Indian History is a highly scoring and predictable area in UPSC Prelims 2026.
With focused preparation on frequently asked themes, movements, acts, and
personalities, aspirants can maximize accuracy and marks. Regular revision and PYQ
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analysis are the keys to mastering this subject.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1. How many questions are asked from Modern History in
Prelims?

Usually 8–12 questions every year.

Q2. Is Modern History more important than Ancient and
Medieval?

Yes. It carries higher and more consistent weightage.

Q3. Are NCERTs sufficient for Modern History?

NCERTs are essential but should be supplemented with standard reference books.

Q4. Are timelines important for Prelims?

Yes. Many questions are based on chronological sequencing.

Q5. Is Modern History useful for Mains?

Yes. It overlaps with GS Paper I and Essay preparation.
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