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NDA 2027 Eligibility Criteria: Age

Limit, Educational Qualification and
Nationality

The National Defence Academy (NDA) examination is conducted by the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC) for candidates aspiring to join the Indian Army, Navy, and Air
Force as officers. Before beginning NDA 2027 preparation, candidates should understand
the eligibility criteria, including the age limit, educational qualifications, nationality, and
marital status.

Knowing these requirements in advance helps aspirants determine whether they can
apply and plan their preparation accordingly.

Important: The official NDA 2027 notification has not yet been released as of 28
October 2026. The following information is based on existing eligibility rules. Candidates
must verify the final conditions in the official notification.

1. NDA 2027 Age Limit

The NDA examination generally requires candidates to be approximately 16.5 to 19.5
years old. However, UPSC specifies eligibility through exact dates of birth rather than
just an age range.

The permitted date-of-birth range differs between NDA I and NDA II.

The same age criteria apply to male and female candidates.

Age relaxation is generally not provided under the usual NDA examination rules.

The date of birth recorded in the accepted Class 10 or equivalent certificate is
used for verification.

Candidates should check the exact date-of-birth range in the NDA 2027 notification
before applying. Do not rely only on your current age to determine eligibility.

2. NDA 2027 Educational Qualification

Educational eligibility depends on the service or wing a candidate wishes to join.

Wing Required Educational Qualification
Army Wing Class 12 pass or equivalent from a

recognised board
Air Force Wing Class 12 with Physics, Chemistry and
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Mathematics (PCM)

Navy Wing Class 12 with Physics, Chemistry and
Mathematics (PCM)

Indian Naval Academy 10+2 Cadet Entry Class 12 with PCM

Candidates appearing for their Class 12 examination can also apply, subject to the
conditions in the official notification. Class 11 students are not eligible to apply for
the NDA examination.

Students who have completed Class 12 in the Commerce or Arts stream may be eligible
for the Army Wing, provided they satisfy the other requirements. However, Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics are required for the Navy and Air Force pathways listed
above.

3. NDA 2027 Nationality Requirements

Candidates must satisfy the nationality conditions prescribed by UPSC. Eligible
categories generally include:

Citizens of India.

Subjects of Nepal.

Certain persons of Indian origin who have migrated from specified countries with
the intention of permanently settling in India, subject to the prescribed eligibility
certificate requirements.

Candidates in specific non-Indian categories should carefully check the official
notification to confirm whether they need a certificate of eligibility from the Government
of India.

4. Marital Status and Physical Eligibility

NDA candidates must meet the prescribed marital-status requirements. Both male and
female candidates can apply, but candidates must remain unmarried during the training
period as specified in the applicable rules.

Candidates must also satisfy the medical and physical standards prescribed for the
relevant service. These requirements can include height, weight, eyesight, hearing, and
overall medical fitness.

Meeting the age and educational requirements alone does not guarantee selection.
Candidates must qualify through the written examination, Services Selection Board
(SSB) assessment, and required medical examinations.

5. How to Prepare for NDA 2027 After Checking
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Eligibility

Once you confirm that you meet the eligibility criteria, begin preparing with a structured
study plan.

Mathematics: Strengthen concepts and practise questions regularly.

English: Improve grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension.

General Knowledge: Study Physics, Chemistry, History, Geography, and
General Science.

Current Affairs: Revise important national, international, and defence-related
developments.

Mock Tests: Practise previous years’ papers and timed examinations.

If you are looking for the best NDA coaching in Kerala, compare institutes based on
faculty experience, syllabus coverage, mock tests, doubt-clearing support, and SSB
preparation. Victor Growth Coaching Centre offers defence-exam preparation options for
NDA aspirants seeking structured guidance. Review the available course details and
teaching format before enrolling.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the age limit for NDA 2027?

The usual age range is approximately 16.5 to 19.5 years. However, the exact permitted
dates of birth will be specified in the official NDA 2027 notification.

2. Can Class 12 students apply for NDA 2027?

Yes. Candidates appearing for their Class 12 examination can apply, subject to the
applicable UPSC conditions. Class 11 students cannot apply.

3. Can Commerce students apply for NDA 2027?

Yes, Commerce students may apply for the Army Wing if they satisfy all other eligibility
requirements. Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics are required for the Navy and Air
Force pathways specified in the notification.

4. Can female candidates apply for NDA 2027?

Yes. Eligible female candidates can apply for NDA, subject to the prescribed age,
educational, marital-status, and other requirements.
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5. Is there any age relaxation for NDA 2027?

The usual NDA rules do not provide age relaxation. Candidates should check the official
notification for the exact eligibility conditions.

6. How can I find the best NDA coaching in Kerala?

Look for experienced faculty, structured study plans, regular mock tests, individual
doubt-clearing support, and SSB interview guidance before choosing a coaching
institute.

Conclusion

Understanding the NDA 2027 eligibility criteria is the first step towards preparing for a
career in the Indian Armed Forces. Check your date of birth, educational qualification,
nationality, and medical eligibility carefully before applying.

Once you confirm your eligibility, follow a consistent preparation strategy and practise
regularly. With proper planning and suitable guidance from the best NDA coaching in
Kerala, you can work towards your goal of joining the National Defence Academy.
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