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NDA 2027 Selection Process Explained:

Written Exam, SSB Interview and
Medical Test

The National Defence Academy (NDA) examination is a popular route for eligible
candidates aspiring to become officers in the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force.
Conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), the selection process
evaluates candidates’ academic knowledge, personality, leadership potential, and
medical fitness.

Understanding the NDA 2027 selection process helps aspirants prepare systematically
for every stage, from the written examination to the final merit list.

1. NDA 2027 Written Examination

The first stage of the NDA selection process is the written examination conducted by
UPSC. It consists of two papers.

Paper Maximum Marks Duration
Mathematics 300 2.5 hours
General Ability Test (GAT) 600 2.5 hours
Total 900 5 hours

Mathematics: Covers topics such as algebra, trigonometry, calculus, matrices,
coordinate geometry, statistics, and probability.

General Ability Test (GAT): Includes English and General Knowledge, covering
Physics, Chemistry, General Science, History, Geography, and Current Affairs.

Candidates should follow the official syllabus, practise previous years’ question papers,
and take regular mock tests. Since incorrect answers carry negative marking, accuracy
is as important as speed.

2. NDA 2027 SSB Interview

Candidates who qualify in the written examination are shortlisted for the Services
Selection Board (SSB) assessment, subject to the applicable requirements. The SSB
process evaluates officer-like qualities, communication, reasoning, leadership,
teamwork, and suitability for a career in the Armed Forces.

The assessment generally takes place over several days and includes two stages.

Stage I: Initial Screening
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Stage I typically includes:

Officer Intelligence Rating (OIR) tests: Assess verbal and non-verbal
reasoning abilities.

Picture Perception and Description Test (PP&DT): Candidates interpret a
picture, write a story, and participate in a group discussion.

Candidates who qualify in Stage I proceed to Stage II.

Stage II: Psychological Tests, GTO Tasks and Interview

Stage II generally includes:

Psychological tests: Assess responses, thought processes, and personality-
related qualities.

Group Testing Officer (GTO) tasks: Evaluate teamwork, communication,
leadership, and practical problem-solving.

Personal interview: Examines motivation, background, awareness, and
suitability for military service.

Conference: Assessors discuss the candidate’s overall performance before
reaching a recommendation.

Candidates should practise communication, stay informed about current affairs, develop
teamwork skills, and answer questions honestly. Preparation should focus on genuine
personal development rather than memorised responses.

3. NDA 2027 Medical Examination

Candidates recommended by the SSB must satisfy the prescribed medical standards.
The medical examination assesses whether candidates are medically fit for the relevant
service.

The assessment may include:

Height, weight, and general physical development.

Eyesight and hearing.

Cardiovascular and respiratory health.

Musculoskeletal fitness and other medical conditions.
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Additional examinations required by the medical authorities.

Medical standards can vary according to service requirements. Candidates should review
the official medical guidelines and seek appropriate medical advice if they have
concerns about their eligibility.

Passing the written examination and SSB interview does not guarantee final selection;
candidates must also meet the applicable medical and other requirements.

4. Final Merit List and Selection

Final selection depends on performance in the written examination and SSB assessment,
medical fitness, merit ranking, available vacancies, and the applicable allocation rules.

The written examination carries 900 marks, and the SSB assessment carries 900 marks,
making the maximum combined score 1,800 marks. Candidates must satisfy the
prescribed qualifying conditions at the relevant stages.

Selected candidates receive admission instructions according to the official process and
undergo training at the designated academy.

5. How to Prepare for Every Stage of NDA 2027

A balanced preparation strategy is essential for success.

Written exam: Study Mathematics and GAT according to the official syllabus.

Practice: Solve previous years’ papers and take timed mock tests.

SSB preparation: Develop communication, reasoning, teamwork, and
leadership skills.

Fitness: Maintain regular exercise, adequate sleep, and healthy habits.

Revision: Review weak topics and track your progress consistently.

If you are searching for the best NDA coaching in Kerala, compare institutes based
on experienced faculty, syllabus coverage, regular mock tests, individual doubt-clearing
support, and SSB interview guidance.

Victor Growth Coaching Centre offers defence-exam preparation options for NDA
aspirants seeking structured guidance. Review the available course details, teaching
methods, and practice schedule before enrolling.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
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1. What are the stages of NDA 2027 selection?

The main stages are the UPSC written examination, SSB assessment, medical
examination, and final merit-based selection.

2. How many marks are allotted for the NDA written examination?

The written examination carries 900 marks: 300 for Mathematics and 600 for GAT.

3. Is the SSB interview compulsory for NDA selection?

Yes. Candidates must qualify in the SSB assessment to proceed towards final selection.

4. How long does the NDA SSB process take?

The SSB assessment generally takes several days, with the exact schedule
communicated to shortlisted candidates.

5. Can a candidate be rejected during the medical examination?

Yes. Candidates who do not meet the prescribed medical standards may be declared
medically unfit, subject to the applicable review and appeal provisions.

6. How can I find the best NDA coaching in Kerala?

Look for structured written-exam preparation, regular mock tests, experienced faculty,
SSB guidance, and individual feedback before selecting an institute.

Conclusion

The NDA 2027 selection process evaluates academic ability, personality, leadership
potential, and medical fitness. Understanding each stage helps aspirants prepare with
confidence and avoid last-minute confusion.

Follow the official UPSC notification, practise consistently, develop officer-like qualities,
and maintain your fitness. With disciplined preparation and suitable guidance from the
best NDA coaching in Kerala, you can work towards your goal of joining the Indian Armed
Forces.
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