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NEET VS OTHER MEDICAL ENTRANCE
EXAMS - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Choosing a career in medicine is a life-changing decision. With various entrance exams
conducted across India for admission into medical colleges, it’s essential to understand
how the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) compares with other popular
medical entrance exams. This guide will help you explore the differences, similarities,
and unique aspects of NEET and other exams so you can make an informed choice.

What is NEET?

NEET is India’s single-largest medical entrance exam, conducted by the National
Testing Agency (NTA). It is mandatory for admissions into MBBS, BDS, AYUSH, and
several other medical courses in government and private institutions across India.

Frequency: Once a year

Mode: Offline (Pen and Paper)

Eligibility: 10+2 with Physics, Chemistry, Biology/Biotechnology

Seats Covered: All India Quota (15%), State Quota (85%), Deemed Universities,
AIIMS, JIPMER

Other Medical Entrance Exams in India

Although NEET is the primary examination for most medical courses, some other exams
still exist for specific institutes or courses. Let’s look at a few:

1. AIIMS MBBS Entrance Exam (Now Merged with NEET)

Earlier conducted by AIIMS for admission to its campuses.

Status: Merged into NEET since 2020.

2. JIPMER MBBS Entrance Exam (Now Merged with NEET)

Used for admission into JIPMER Puducherry and Karaikal.

Status: Merged into NEET since 2020.

3. INI CET

Conducted by AIIMS Delhi for PG courses (MD/MS/MCh/DM).

Note: This is only for postgraduate courses, not UG MBBS.
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4. CMC Vellore Entrance Exam

Conducted for UG Nursing and other allied health sciences courses.

MBBS admissions at CMC Vellore are also through NEET UG.

5. State CETs (Earlier)

States like Maharashtra (MH CET), Karnataka (KCET), etc., used to have
their own CETs.

Status: All replaced by NEET for MBBS/BDS.

NEET vs Other Medical Entrance Exams – Key Differences
Feature NEET UG Other Exams (INI CET, CMC

Nursing, etc.)
Scope MBBS, BDS, AYUSH Mostly PG or allied courses
Conducting Body NTA AIIMS, CMC, State Agencies
Frequency Once a year Varies
Syllabus NCERT-based (PCB) Varies (PG syllabus or

specific courses)
Mode Offline Mostly Online
Level Undergraduate Predominantly Postgraduate
Mandatory for MBBS Yes No longer applicable

 

Why NEET Became the Single Entrance Exam for MBBS?

Uniformity: A single exam standardizes the admission process.

Transparency: Reduces malpractices in state-level or institutional exams.

Accessibility: Students don’t need to fill multiple forms or appear for multiple
exams.

Benefits of NEET

Saves time and money.

Equal opportunity for all candidates.

Centralized counselling process.

Challenges of NEET
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High competition due to a single exam.

Limited attempts and yearly frequency.

Pressure to perform well in one sitting.

Should You Focus Only on NEET?

Yes, if your goal is MBBS or BDS in India, NEET is mandatory. For PG courses or
Nursing/Paramedical, explore relevant exams like INI CET or CMC Vellore entrance
tests.

Quick Preparation Tips for NEET

✅ Start with NCERT textbooks.
✅ Practice previous year NEET papers.
✅ Take regular mock tests.
✅ Stay updated with official NTA notifications.
✅ Keep track of counselling and cut-offs.

Conclusion

In today’s landscape, NEET is the definitive gateway to MBBS and BDS
admissions in India. While other exams exist for PG and allied courses, understanding
which exam applies to your goals is crucial. Prepare systematically, stay informed, and
remain consistent in your studies.

FAQs – NEET vs Other Medical Entrance Exams

Q1. Is NEET compulsory for MBBS admissions in India?
Yes, NEET is mandatory for MBBS admissions in all government and private medical
colleges.

Q2. Can I get into AIIMS without NEET?
No, AIIMS MBBS seats are filled through NEET UG.

Q3. Do private colleges conduct their own entrance exams?
No, all MBBS/BDS admissions are through NEET UG.

Q4. What if I want to study abroad?
You still need NEET qualification if you plan to pursue MBBS abroad and practice in India.

Q5. What entrance exams are there for PG medical courses?
You must appear for NEET PG or INI CET (for AIIMS, JIPMER PG, etc.).
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