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Introduction to NITI Aayog

NITI Aayog, short for the National Institution for Transforming India, is the premier
policy think tank of the Government of India. Established on January 1, 2015, it
replaced the erstwhile Planning Commission. NITI Aayog was created with a vision to
foster cooperative federalism through structured support initiatives and mechanisms
with the states, recognizing that strong states make a strong nation.

The institution serves as a platform to bring together the Center and States to work
collaboratively on policy development, innovation, and sustainable growth strategies.

Objectives of NITI Aayog

NITI Aayog was designed to shift from a top-down approach of policy formulation to a
more inclusive and participatory model. Its main objectives include:

e Promoting cooperative federalism.

Designing strategic and long-term policies and programs.

Monitoring and evaluating the implementation of such programs.

Fostering innovation and entrepreneurship.

Serving as a knowledge and innovation hub for the government.

Key Functions of NITI Aayog

NITI Aayog’s mandate spans multiple domains. Some of its primary functions include:
1. Policy Formulation

NITI Aayog develops strategic policy frameworks that address national and sectoral
priorities. These include issues such as health, education, infrastructure, and rural

development.

2. Data-Driven Governance



Through tools like the Aspirational Districts Programme, NITlI Aayog harnesses data
and analytics to promote inclusive development in underperforming districts.

3. Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Via its initiative Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), the institution promotes a culture of

innovation in schools, start-ups, and MSMEs through incubation centers and tinkering
labs.

4. Monitoring and Evaluation

It acts as a watchdog to assess the progress and impact of various central and state
government schemes, ensuring accountability and transparency.

5. International Cooperation
NITI Aayog facilitates India’s participation in global forums and promotes bilateral

collaborations on developmental strategies with countries like the USA, UK, Germany,
and others.

Organizational Structure of NITI Aayog

NITI Aayog is headed by the Prime Minister of India as the Chairperson. The key
members include:

e Vice Chairperson - Appointed by the Prime Minister.

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) - Appointed by the Prime Minister.

Full-time Members - Experts in various fields.

Part-time Members - Academics and specialists.

Ex-officio Members - Union Ministers nominated by the PM.

Governing Council - Includes Chief Ministers of States and Union Territories.

Flagship Initiatives by NITI Aayog
1. Aspirational Districts Programme

Focused on improving the socio-economic status of India’s most backward districts
through better governance and innovation.

2. Atal Innovation Mission

A nation-wide initiative to promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship.



3. National Nutrition Mission (POSHAN Abhiyaan)
Combating malnutrition through convergence and technology-driven strategies.
4. India@75 and India@100 Vision Documents

These long-term strategic documents outline India’s development roadmap leading up to
its 75th and 100th year of independence.

NITI Aayog vs Planning Commission: The Major Differences

Feature Planning Commission NITI Aayog

Established 1950 2015

Model Top-down Bottom-up

Mandate Central planning and Policy think tank and

allocation of funds strategic advice

Nature Executive body Advisory body

Federal Role Weak state involvement Strong cooperative
federalism

Impact of NITI Aayog on India’s Growth

Since its inception, NITI Aayog has played a pivotal role in reshaping India’s policy
landscape:

e Boosted federal cooperation between states and the Centre.
e Enhanced policy agility and real-time evaluation.
e Enabled tech-driven solutions and evidence-based policy making.

e Strengthened grassroots governance and rural development.

SEO Best Practices Integrated
To ensure this article ranks well:
e Keyword-rich subheadings used for better search visibility.
e Naturally placed keywords like “NITI Aayog”, “India policy think tank”,
“government planning body”, “Atal Innovation Mission”, and “Aspirational
Districts Programme”.

e Concise, scannable content structure with bullet points and tables.

¢ Included a FAQ section with long-tail queries.



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
1. What is NITI Aayog?

NITI Aayog is the policy think tank of the Government of India, established in 2015 to
replace the Planning Commission and foster cooperative federalism.

2. Who is the current CEO of NITI Aayog?

As of the latest update, the CEO of NITI Aayog is B. V. R. Subrahmanyam. (Note:
Please verify for the latest updates.)

3. What are the major programs of NITI Aayog?

Key programs include the Aspirational Districts Programme, Atal Innovation
Mission, and POSHAN Abhiyaan.

4. How is NITI Aayog different from the Planning Commission?

Unlike the Planning Commission’s top-down model, NITI Aayog follows a bottom-up,
inclusive policy-making approach with greater state involvement.

5. What is the role of NITI Aayog in sustainable development?
NITI Aayog plays a crucial role in driving India’s SDG (Sustainable Development

Goals) agenda by integrating sustainability into policy frameworks and tracking national
indicators.

Conclusion

NITI Aayog represents a fundamental shift in India’s policy and planning ecosystem. By
focusing on data-driven governance, innovation, and inclusivity, it is catalyzing India’s
journey toward becoming a global economic leader. With initiatives that promote long-
term strategic thinking and real-time performance tracking, NITI Aayog is well-poised to
lead India into a brighter and more equitable future.
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