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PERSONAL INTERVIEW (PI) IN SSB:

MOST COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
& HOW TO ANSWER THEM

EFFECTIVELY
What is the Purpose of the SSB Personal Interview?

The primary aim of the SSB Personal Interview is to:

Understand the candidate beyond written and psychological tests.

Assess Officer Like Qualities (OLQs) such as leadership, initiative, responsibility,
and confidence.

Evaluate reactions under stress and pressure.

Get insight into the candidate’s background, family, education, hobbies, and
ambitions.

MOST COMMON QUESTIONS ASKED IN SSB PERSONAL
INTERVIEW

1. Tell me about yourself

Purpose: To assess personality and communication.
Tip: Keep it structured, honest, and concise. Mention your name, place, academic
background, hobbies, achievements, and your goal.

Sample Answer:
“I am Rahul Sharma from Delhi. I’ve recently completed my B.Tech in Computer Science
from XYZ University. I have been an NCC cadet and represented my school at the state
level in debates. I’m passionate about fitness and public speaking, and my long-term
goal is to serve in the Indian Army as a commissioned officer.”

2. Tell me about your family background

Purpose: To evaluate your values and upbringing.
Tip: Speak respectfully about your family members. Mention their occupation, your
relationship with them, and any influence they’ve had on your goals.

3. Why do you want to join the Indian Armed Forces?

Purpose: To test your motivation and clarity of ambition.
Tip: Avoid vague statements. Be specific. Share personal reasons or incidents that
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inspired you.

4. What are your strengths and weaknesses?

Purpose: To assess self-awareness and honesty.
Tip: Choose strengths that align with OLQs. When sharing weaknesses, mention what
steps you’re taking to overcome them.

5. How do you spend your leisure time?

Purpose: To understand your lifestyle and time management.
Tip: Highlight productive hobbies like sports, reading, volunteering, or learning new
skills.

6. Questions Based on Your PIQ Form

Most questions will stem from the Personal Information Questionnaire (PIQ) you fill
on Day 1. Expect questions such as:

Why did you choose your academic stream?

Which is your favorite subject and why?

Tell me about any leadership experience you had.

What role did you play in extracurricular activities?

7. Questions Related to Academics and Career Choices

You may be asked:

Why did you score low in a particular subject?

Why pursue the Armed Forces with your current degree?

What are your future plans if not selected?

8. Do you have a girlfriend or boyfriend? What do you do together?

Purpose: To assess your maturity and honesty.
Tip: Be truthful and handle the question respectfully without feeling awkward.

9. Current Affairs and General Awareness

Stay updated with:

Recent defense deals and exercises.
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Names of top military and political leaders.

Ongoing national and international events.

Awards, geography, and current government schemes.

10. Hypothetical Situations and Decision-Making

Questions like:

What will you do if your friend cheats in an exam?

How will you convince your parents to let you join the Armed Forces?

Purpose: To evaluate judgment, ethics, and leadership.

LESS COMMON BUT IMPACTFUL QUESTIONS

Who is your role model and why?

Describe a challenge you overcame.

If you fail this time, what is your backup plan?

How do your friends describe you?

Do you believe in luck or hard work?

TIPS TO ACE THE PERSONAL INTERVIEW

Be truthful and confident.

Know your PIQ thoroughly.

Practice public speaking and mock interviews.

Dress formally and maintain proper posture.

Maintain eye contact and stay calm under pressure.

Use real-life examples while answering.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)

Q1. How long does the personal interview last in SSB?
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It usually lasts between 30 to 60 minutes depending on the depth of questioning.

Q2. Is English mandatory for the SSB Interview?

No, it is not mandatory, but English is preferred and gives you an advantage.

Q3. What happens if I lie in the interview?

Lying is discouraged. Officers are trained to detect inconsistencies, and dishonesty can
lead to rejection.

Q4. Can I use humor during the interview?

Yes, but only if it is appropriate and respectful. Avoid sarcasm or trying too hard to be
funny.

Q5. How can I best prepare for the personal interview?

Self-reflection and introspection.

Practicing common questions with friends or mentors.

Reading newspapers and current affairs.

Revising your academics and PIQ content.

CONCLUSION

The SSB Personal Interview is a decisive stage in the selection process. It doesn’t just
test your knowledge but your personality, decision-making, and ability to lead. The best
way to succeed is to be genuine, confident, and well-prepared. Work on your
communication, stay updated, and most importantly, be yourself.
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