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Ranks of Indian Defence Forces: Army,

Navy & Air Force
Comparative Ranks of Indian Defence Forces: Army,
Navy & Air Force Explained
 

Understanding the Defence Forces Structure

India’s defence system is structured into three powerful services: the Indian Army,
Indian Navy, and Indian Air Force. Although each operates in different
environments—land, sea, and air—their rank systems are parallel, maintaining
operational consistency and leadership balance.

Officer Ranks Comparison: Army vs Navy vs Air Force
Army Rank Equivalent Navy Rank Equivalent Air Force Rank
Field Marshal (Honorary) Admiral of the Fleet

(Honorary)
Marshal of the Air Force
(Honorary)

General Admiral Air Chief Marshal
Lieutenant General Vice Admiral Air Marshal
Major General Rear Admiral Air Vice Marshal
Brigadier Commodore Air Commodore
Colonel Captain (IN) Group Captain
Lieutenant Colonel Commander Wing Commander
Major Lieutenant Commander Squadron Leader
Captain Lieutenant Flight Lieutenant
Lieutenant Sub-Lieutenant Flying Officer

 

JCO and NCO Rank Comparison: Army, Navy and Air Force
Army Navy Air Force
Subedar Major Master Chief Petty Officer

I
Master Warrant Officer

Subedar Master Chief Petty Officer
II

Warrant Officer

Naib Subedar Chief Petty Officer Junior Warrant Officer
Havildar Petty Officer Sergeant
Naik Leading Seaman Corporal
Lance Naik Seaman Leading Aircraftman
Sepoy Seaman Recruit Aircraftman
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Key Takeaways

The highest active military ranks are General, Admiral, and Air Chief
Marshal.

Honorary titles like Field Marshal and Marshal of the Air Force are exceptional
and mostly ceremonial.

Ranks are structured to ensure parity in pay, authority, and command
across the services.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1. What is the highest rank in the Indian Defence Forces?

Ans: The highest active ranks are General (Army), Admiral (Navy), and Air Chief
Marshal (Air Force). Honorary titles like Field Marshal and Marshal of the Air
Force are rare distinctions.

Q2. Are the ranks equivalent in authority across the three forces?

Ans: Yes, each rank holds equivalent power and pay grade across the services,
ensuring smooth inter-service coordination.

Q3. Can an officer from the Army become the Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS)?

Ans: Yes, the CDS can be appointed from any of the three services, holding the
rank of a four-star officer.

Q4. Which defence rank is given after NDA training?

Ans: NDA cadets are commissioned as:

Lieutenant (Army)

Sub-Lieutenant (Navy)

Flying Officer (Air Force)
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Q5. How do JCO and NCO ranks differ from commissioned officers?

Ans: JCOs and NCOs are non-commissioned personnel responsible for executing
tactical duties and supporting commissioned officers in command and administration.
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