Sea Dragon 2025

Strategic Naval Exercise in the Indo-Pacific

The Sea Dragon 2025 naval exercise, a high-intensity anti-submarine warfare
(ASW) drill, has commenced off the Guam coast in the western Pacific Ocean. Hosted
by the United States Navy’s 7th Fleet, the exercise will take place from March 4 to
March 19, 2025. This multilateral maritime operation focuses on enhancing tactical
coordination and interoperability among key allied forces.

Key Participants and Strategic Importance

The Indian Navy, along with the Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force (JMSDF),
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), and the Republic of Korea Navy (ROKN), is
actively participating in this ASW-focused exercise. The event aims to strengthen
maritime security operations in the Indo-Pacific region.

Historical Evolution of Sea Dragon Exercise
Origins and Expansion

e 2019 - Launched as a bilateral drill between the U.S. Navy and the Royal
Australian Air Force.

e 2020 - Expanded to include Japan (JMSDF), South Korea (ROKN), and New
Zealand (RNZN).

e 2021-2023 - The Quad nations (India, Australia, Japan, and the U.S.)
joined, along with Canada (RCAF) and South Korea.

e 2024 - Canada was excluded, making it a Quad + South Korea exercise.

e 2025 - The United States has invited India, Japan, Australia, and South
Korea to participate.

Objectives and Tactical Focus of Sea Dragon 2025
Primary Objectives

e Enhancing Tactical Coordination - Strengthening joint naval operations and
improving submarine detection tactics.

e Strengthening Maritime Security - Ensuring safe navigation and defense
preparedness in the Indo-Pacific.



e Refining ASW Techniques - Training includes submarine tracking,
reconnaissance missions, and real-time intelligence sharing.

e Simulated Submarine Hunting - A live U.S. Navy submarine is deployed to
test operational skills.

* Promoting Military Cooperation - Strengthening defense ties among the
Quad nations and South Korea.

Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) Focus

e Each nation deploys Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Aircraft (MPRA)
to track and neutralize enemy submarines.

e The Indian Navy has deployed the P-81 Maritime Patrol Aircraft,
manufactured by Boeing (USA).

e Tactical training includes mock ASW drills, real-world submarine detection,
and intelligence-sharing sessions.

Grading System and the Dragon Belt Award

e Performance is evaluated based on submarine detection and tracking
efficiency.

e The best-performing nation receives the Dragon Belt Award.

e Since 2022, the Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force (JMSDF) has
consistently won the award for superior ASW capabilities.

Strategic Significance for India and the Indo-Pacific
For India

e Enhances Indian Navy’s ASW capabilities and operational readiness.

e Strengthens defense partnerships with the U.S., Australia, Japan, and
South Korea.

e Prepares India for future joint naval operations in the Indo-Pacific.

For the Indo-Pacific Region



e Ensures regional stability and freedom of navigation.

e Strengthens deterrence against potential maritime threats.

¢ Promotes international defense collaboration and security cooperation.
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The Sea Dragon 2025 naval exercise,
hosted by the U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet, is
being conducted off Guam’s coast from
March 4 to March 19, 2025.

United States (7th Fleet)

Indian Navy, Japan Maritime Self-
Defence Force (JMSDF), Royal
Australian Air Force (RAAF), Republic
of Korea Navy (ROKN)

- Strengthen ASW capabilities - Enhance
tactical coordination - Improve maritime
security - Conduct simulated submarine
hunting - Promote military cooperation
Deployment of P-81 Maritime Patrol and
Reconnaissance Aircraft for ASW drills.

- Nations are graded on submarine
detection efficiency. - The Dragon Belt
Award is given to the best-performing
country. - JMSDF has won since 2022.

- 2019: Started as U.S.-Australia
bilateral exercise. - 2020: Expanded to
include Japan, South Korea, New
Zealand. - 2021-2023: India, Canada,
and South Korea joined. - 2024: Canada
excluded, making it a Quad + South
Korea exercise. - 2025: Participants
include U.S., India, Japan, Australia, and
South Korea.

- Strengthens regional security and
navigation freedom. - Enhances
deterrence against maritime threats. -
Reinforces multinational defense
collaboration.

The Sea Dragon 2025 naval exercise underscores the growing defense cooperation
among Quad nations and South Korea, reinforcing maritime security in the Indo-



Pacific. As a key ASW training program, it enhances submarine detection
capabilities, strengthens joint military ties, and ensures strategic deterrence
against regional threats.
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