Top Strategies to Score High in the
AFCAT Written Examination

The Air Force Common Admission Test (AFCAT) is one of the most competitive defence
entrance examinations in India. Conducted by the Indian Air Force, AFCAT opens the
door to a prestigious career as a commissioned officer in the Flying Branch, Ground Duty
(Technical), and Ground Duty (Non-Technical) branches. Every year, thousands of
aspirants compete for limited vacancies, making strategic preparation essential for
success.

While many candidates focus only on studying hard, the highest scorers understand that
AFCAT is not merely a test of knowledge—it is a test of accuracy, speed, consistency,
and smart preparation. A well-planned strategy can significantly improve your score and
increase your chances of qualifying for the Air Force Selection Board (AFSB) interview.

Students enrolled in the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala often benefit from structured
study plans, expert mentorship, regular mock tests, and performance analysis, all of
which contribute to higher scores in the written examination.

This comprehensive guide discusses the most effective strategies to help you score high
in the AFCAT written examination.

Understanding the AFCAT Written Examination

Before creating a preparation strategy, candidates must understand the examination
pattern.

AFCAT Exam Overview

Particulars Details

Mode of Exam Online

Duration 2 Hours

Total Questions 100

Maximum Marks 300

Marking Scheme +3 for Correct, -1 for Incorrect
Question Type Multiple Choice Questions

The AFCAT paper consists of questions from:

e General Awareness

e Verbal Ability in English

e Numerical Ability

e Reasoning and Military Aptitude

Because negative marking exists, candidates must balance speed with accuracy.

Strategy 1: Understand the AFCAT Syllabus



Thoroughly

One of the biggest mistakes candidates make is preparing without understanding the
complete syllabus.

Before starting preparation:

e Download the latest AFCAT syllabus.

e Categorize topics according to difficulty.
¢ |dentify strong and weak areas.

e Prioritize high-weightage subjects.

The best AFCAT coaching in Kerala helps students understand the syllabus
systematically and focus on topics that are frequently tested.

Strategy 2: Create a Realistic Study Plan

AFCAT preparation becomes more effective when guided by a structured schedule.

Suggested Daily Study Plan
Morning Session

e Current Affairs

* Newspaper Reading

e Defence News

Afternoon Session

e Numerical Ability
e Reasoning Practice

Evening Session

e English Language
e Revision

Night Session

e Mock Test Analysis
e Error Correction

Consistency is more important than studying for long hours occasionally.

Strategy 3: Master the English Section

The English section is often considered one of the easiest scoring areas.



Topics to Focus On

Grammar

Vocabulary

Synonyms

Antonyms

Idioms and Phrases
Reading Comprehension
Error Detection
Sentence Completion

Preparation Tips

e Read newspapers daily.

e Learn 10-15 new words every day.

e Practice grammar exercises regularly.

e Solve previous AFCAT English questions.

Students from the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala often receive dedicated English
training to improve both speed and accuracy.

Strategy 4: Strengthen General Awareness

General Awareness can significantly boost your AFCAT score because it requires less
calculation and saves time.

Important Areas
Current Affairs
Focus on:

¢ National Events
International Affairs
Defence Exercises
Government Schemes
Sports News

Static General Knowledge
Study:

¢ Indian History
Geography

Polity

Science

Awards and Honors



Defence Knowledge
Pay special attention to:

e Indian Armed Forces

e Military Exercises

e Missile Systems

e Defence Organizations

Strategy 5: Improve Numerical Ability Through
Practice

Many candidates lose marks in Numerical Ability because of poor speed.

Important Topics

Percentage

Ratio and Proportion
Profit and Loss
Average

Time and Work
Simple Interest
Compound Interest
Time and Distance

Effective Strategy

e Learn basic formulas thoroughly.

e Practice calculations daily.

e Use shortcut techniques.

e Solve topic-wise exercises regularly.

The best AFCAT coaching in Kerala teaches shortcut methods that help students
solve questions faster.

Strategy 6: Develop Strong Reasoning Skills

Reasoning and Military Aptitude require logical thinking and quick analysis.

Frequently Asked Topics

Coding-Decoding
Analogy

Series
Classification
Blood Relations
Direction Sense



e Pattern Recognition

How to Improve
e Practice reasoning puzzles daily.
e Solve previous AFCAT questions.

e Focus on accuracy before speed.

Regular practice helps improve pattern recognition and problem-solving ability.

Strategy 7: Solve Previous Year Question Papers

One of the most effective AFCAT preparation techniques is solving previous year papers.
Benefits include:

e Understanding question trends

¢ |dentifying important topics

e Improving confidence

e Enhancing time management

Candidates should solve at least the previous five years’ AFCAT papers.

Strategy 8: Attempt Regular Mock Tests

Mock tests simulate the real examination environment.

Benefits of Mock Tests

e Improve speed

e Enhance accuracy

e Reduce exam anxiety

e Build confidence

e Develop question selection skills

The best AFCAT coaching in Kerala conducts regular mock tests that closely
resemble the actual AFCAT examination.

Strategy 9: Analyze Every Mock Test

Simply taking mock tests is not enough.
After each test:

Review incorrect answers.
Identify weak areas.

Note recurring mistakes.
Improve time management.



Students who analyze their performance improve much faster than those who merely
attempt tests.

Strategy 10: Focus on Accuracy to Avoid Negative
Marking

AFCAT awards:

e +3 marks for every correct answer
e -1 mark for every incorrect answer

Avoid random guessing.

Smart Approach
e Attempt questions you are confident about.
e Eliminate wrong options before guessing.

e Leave highly uncertain questions unanswered.

Accuracy often determines the final score.

Strategy 11: Build a Strong Current Affairs Routine

Current affairs play a major role in AFCAT.

Daily Routine
Spend 30-45 minutes on:

¢ National News
International Events
Defence Updates
Government Initiatives
Economic Developments

Monthly revision is equally important.

Strategy 12: Develop Effective Time Management
Skills

AFCAT contains 100 questions to be completed within 120 minutes.

Recommended Approach

First Round

Attempt easy questions immediately.



Second Round

Solve moderately difficult questions.

Third Round

Return to challenging questions if time permits.

This strategy maximizes scoring opportunities.

Strategy 13: Strengthen Weak Areas Early

Many candidates spend too much time on subjects they already know.
Instead:

e |dentify weaknesses early.

e Allocate extra study time.

e Seek guidance when necessary.

e Practice challenging topics regularly.

The best AFCAT coaching in Kerala often provides personalized mentoring to address
individual weaknesses.

Strategy 14: Maintain Short Revision Notes
Revision is essential for retention.
Create concise notes covering:

e Important formulas

e Current affairs highlights

e Vocabulary lists

e Key facts and concepts

Quick revision before the exam becomes easier and more effective.

Strategy 15: Use Quality Study Materials

Avoid collecting too many resources.
Choose:

e Standard AFCAT books

e Previous year papers

e Reliable current affairs sources

e Coaching institute study materials



Quality matters more than quantity.

Strategy 16: Prepare Mentally for Exam Day
Mental preparation is often overlooked.

Before the examination:

Sleep adequately.

Stay calm and confident.

Avoid studying new topics.
Focus on revision.

A positive mindset improves performance significantly.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in AFCAT Preparation

Ignoring Current Affairs

Many candidates underestimate this section and lose easy marks.

Skipping Mock Tests

Without mock tests, students struggle with time management.

Over-Reliance on Guesswork

Negative marking can reduce scores significantly.

Lack of Revision

Studying without revision leads to poor retention.

Inconsistent Preparation

Success in AFCAT requires daily effort and discipline.

How the Best AFCAT Coaching in Kerala Improves
Written Exam Scores

The best AFCAT coaching in Kerala helps aspirants through:

Expert Faculty Guidance

Experienced mentors simplify complex concepts and provide exam-oriented preparation.




Structured Study Plans

Students receive organized schedules and systematic syllabus coverage.

Comprehensive Mock Test Programs

Regular assessments improve confidence, speed, and accuracy.

Updated Current Affairs Support

Daily and monthly current affairs updates keep students exam-ready.

Personalized Mentorship

Individual guidance helps students overcome weaknesses and improve performance.

Performance Analysis

Detailed feedback enables continuous improvement and better exam strategy.

Why Kerala Has Become a Popular Destination for
AFCAT Preparation

Kerala has emerged as a leading centre for AFCAT preparation because of:

e Strong educational culture
Experienced defence mentors
Quality coaching infrastructure
Affordable training programs
Increasing success rates

Many successful AFCAT candidates credit their achievements to systematic preparation
and expert guidance available through the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala.

Conclusion

Scoring high in the AFCAT written examination requires a combination of smart planning,
disciplined preparation, regular practice, and effective time management.
Understanding the syllabus, mastering core subjects, staying updated with current
affairs, and taking regular mock tests can significantly improve your performance.

Students who prepare strategically and seek guidance from the best AFCAT coaching
in Kerala gain access to expert mentorship, structured learning, and performance-
driven training that can greatly enhance their chances of success.

Remember, AFCAT is not just about studying harder—it is about studying smarter. With
the right strategy and consistent effort, you can achieve an excellent score and move



one step closer to your dream of becoming an officer in the Indian Air Force.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
1. What is a good score in AFCAT?

A good AFCAT score varies each year depending on the cutoff, but candidates should
aim for a significantly higher score than previous cutoffs to maximize selection chances.

2. How many hours should | study daily for AFCAT?

Most successful candidates study between 3-6 hours daily, depending on their
preparation level and available time.

3. Which section is easiest to score in AFCAT?

Many candidates find English and General Awareness to be the most scoring sections
when prepared properly.

4. Are previous year papers important for AFCAT?

Yes. Previous year papers help understand question patterns, important topics, and
exam difficulty levels.

5. How can | improve my AFCAT General Awareness score?

Read newspapers daily, follow defence news, revise monthly current affairs, and practice
quizzes regularly.

6. Is coaching necessary to score high in AFCAT?

While self-study is possible, the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala provides structured
preparation, expert guidance, mock tests, and mentorship that can significantly improve
scores.

7. How many mock tests should | attempt before AFCAT?

Experts recommend attempting at least 20-30 full-length mock tests along with
sectional tests.

8. Does AFCAT have negative marking?

Yes. One mark is deducted for every incorrect answer, making accuracy extremely
important.

9. How should | manage time during the AFCAT exam?



Attempt easy questions first, moderate questions next, and difficult questions last to
maximize your score.

10. Which is the best AFCAT coaching in Kerala?

The best AFCAT coaching in Kerala is one that offers experienced faculty, updated study
materials, regular mock tests, AFSB interview preparation, personalized mentorship, and
a proven track record of helping students succeed in defence examinations.
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