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UPSC Mains General Studies Paper 4

Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude: Syllabus &
Comprehensive Preparation Strategy

General Studies Paper 4 (GS-4) in UPSC Mains focuses on Ethics, Integrity, and
Aptitude, testing a candidate’s moral and ethical values, decision-making abilities, and
attitude toward governance and society. Unlike other GS papers, GS-4 is not based on
rote learning but on understanding ethical principles and applying them to
real-life situations.

This article provides the detailed syllabus, recommended booklist, and an
effective preparation strategy for GS Paper 4.

UPSC Mains GS-4 Exam Pattern

Paper: GS Paper 4
Marks: 250
Duration: 3 Hours
Question Type: Descriptive (Essay Type and Case Studies)

GS-4 consists of two parts:

Section A: Theoretical Questions on Ethics and Moral Philosophy
Section B: Case Studies that test ethical decision-making and problem-solving
skills

UPSC Mains GS-4 Syllabus (Official)

The GS-4 syllabus is divided into four major sections:

1. Ethics and Human Interface

Essence, Determinants, and Consequences of Ethics in Human Actions
Dimensions of Ethics – Meta-Ethics, Normative Ethics, Applied Ethics
Role of Family, Society, and Educational Institutions in Inculcating
Ethics

2. Attitude

Content, Structure, Function of Attitude
Influence of Attitude on Thought and Behavior
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Moral and Political Attitudes, Social Influence, and Persuasion

3. Aptitude and Foundational Values for Civil Service

Integrity, Impartiality, and Non-Partisanship
Objectivity, Dedication to Public Service, Tolerance, and Compassion

4. Emotional Intelligence (EI)

Concept of EI and Its Applications in Administration and Governance
Emotional Intelligence Models and Case-Based Application

5. Contributions of Thinkers and Philosophers

Moral and Ethical Teachings of Indian and Western Philosophers
Application of Philosophical Thoughts in Governance and Administration

6. Public/Civil Service Values and Ethics in Public
Administration

Status and Associated Problems of Ethical Values in Governance
Ethical Concerns and Dilemmas in Government and Private Institutions
Strengthening of Ethical Values in Governance

7. Probity in Governance

Concept of Public Service and Philosophical Basis of Governance
Information Sharing and Transparency in Government
Right to Information (RTI), Code of Conduct, and Code of Ethics
Work Culture, Challenges of Corruption

8. Ethical Issues in International Relations and Funding

Corporate Governance and Ethical Responsibilities
Accountability and Ethical Governance

9. Case Studies on the Above Topics

Application of Ethics in Real-Life Situations
Decision-Making in Ethical Dilemmas
Case-Based Problem Solving in Public Administration
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How to Prepare for UPSC Mains GS Paper 4

GS-4 tests your ability to apply ethical values in real-life situations. The
preparation strategy should be concept-based learning, answer writing, and case
study practice.

1. Ethics and Human Interface

Focus Areas

Definition and Application of Ethics in Governance
Role of Morality and Conscience in Decision-Making
Ethical Issues in Public and Private Life

Recommended Books

Lexicon for Ethics, Integrity & Aptitude
NCERT Class 12 Psychology (For Understanding Behavior and Attitude)
Subbarao – Ethics, Integrity, and Aptitude

Preparation Tips

Understand ethical theories – Utilitarianism, Deontology, Virtue Ethics
Use real-life examples – Gandhiji’s Moral Philosophy, Buddha’s Middle
Path
Link current affairs with ethical issues – AI Ethics, Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR), Environmental Ethics

2. Attitude & Emotional Intelligence

Focus Areas

Attitude Formation and Change – How Social Media, Education, and
Governance Shape Attitude
Emotional Intelligence and Its Role in Administration

Recommended Books

Daniel Goleman – Emotional Intelligence (Optional Reading)
Reports and Research Papers on EI in Leadership

Preparation Tips

Use real-life bureaucratic examples – How EI helped in crisis management
(e.g., IAS Officer Armstrong Pame’s Road Project in Nagaland)
Solve case studies on workplace ethics and leadership challenges
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3. Public Service Values & Probity in Governance

Focus Areas

Importance of Integrity, Objectivity, and Transparency in Governance
RTI Act, Code of Conduct for Civil Servants

Recommended Books

ARC Report on Ethics in Governance
Second Administrative Reforms Commission Reports

Preparation Tips

Quote administrative examples – E. Sreedharan’s Leadership in Delhi
Metro
Use government schemes promoting transparency – RTI, Lokpal,
Whistleblower Protection Act

Answer Writing Strategy for GS-4
Section A: Theoretical Questions

Key Points

Introduction: Define the concept with a real-life example
Body: Explain its relevance in governance, provide ethical perspectives
Conclusion: Suggest a practical approach to enhance ethical behavior

Example Question: What is the role of empathy in governance?

Introduction: Define empathy and its importance in public service
Body: Explain its role in policymaking, citizen-centric governance, conflict resolution
Conclusion: Suggest ways to cultivate empathy in administration

Section B: Case Studies

Case Study Approach (ABCDE Method)

1. A (Analyze the Situation) – Identify stakeholders and ethical dilemmas
2. B (Balance of Interests) – Find a balance between personal and professional

ethics
3. C (Course of Action) – Suggest multiple solutions with pros and cons
4. D (Decision Making) – Choose the best ethical solution
5. E (Ethical Justification) – Justify the decision with moral reasoning

Example Case Study:
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A District Collector faces public protests against an industrial project that will create jobs
but displace local tribes. What should be done?

Step 1: Identify Stakeholders – Tribals, Government, Industrialists, Environmentalists
Step 2: Ethical Issues – Displacement, Economic Growth, Environmental Protection
Step 3: Possible Actions

Option 1: Approve the project (Economic benefits but displacement issues)
Option 2: Reject the project (Protects tribals but affects economic growth)
Option 3: Implement a Resettlement Plan (Balanced Approach)
Step 4: Justification – Sustainable development with rehabilitation measures

Final Thoughts

GS Paper 4 is a scoring paper if approached strategically.

Use real-life examples, government initiatives, and ethical theories in
answers
Practice case studies daily to enhance ethical decision-making
Structure answers with clarity – Introduction, Ethical Issues, Possible
Solutions, Justification

Ethics is not about memorization but application. Think like a responsible
administrator and develop a balanced approach to ethical dilemmas.
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